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‘Kerala India’s first fully
dlgltally hterate State’

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan on Thursday de-
clared Kerala the first fully
digitally literate State in In-
dia, marking the comple-
tion of the first phase of the
Digi Kerala project, a grass-
roots-level  intervention
across all local bodies to
bridge the digital divide.
Following the formal de-
claration, Mr. Vijayan inte-
racted on a video call with
104-year old M.A. Abdullah
Moulavi Bagavi from Asa-
mannoor panchayat in Er-

P Yivlae & g IRUT Bt Y

nakulam district, one of
the oldest students who
were trained under the Di-
gi Kerala project.

In the surveys carried
out among 1.5 crore people
from 83.46 lakh families
across the State, 21.88 lakh
people were identified as
digitally illiterate. Out of
this, 21.87 lakh people,
comprising 99.98% of the
participants have complet-
ed the training and suc-
cessfully completed the
evaluation. “Kerala has put
forward yet another model
worth emulating for the
country,” said Mr. Vijayan.

TTE B UTe & T ve T w6 #1 geady 2

e Following the formal declaration, Mr. Vijayan interacted on a video call with 104-year old
M.A. Abdullah Moulavi Bagavi from Asamannoor panchayat in Ernakulam district, one

of the oldest students who were trained under the Digi Kerala %roject.

9o & &1, &t fasa 7 104 adfg TH.U.

egedl
TR U9RId 9, ﬁ%ﬁﬁhﬁﬁﬁﬂf%ﬂ%ﬁuﬁﬁ\aﬁmwmﬁﬁ

difsal Hid W Sd=d &t |

¢ In the surveys carried out among 1.5 crore people from 83.46 lakh families across the
State, 21.88 lakh people were identified as digitally illiterate.

R T Bl 83.46 ARG URARI I

fSiored = u ¥ fAReR ugar |
o Out of this, 21.87 lakh people, comprising 99.98% of the participants have completed the
training and successfully completed the evaluation.

‘Kerala India’s first
fully digitally literate
State’

BIA HIRd BT Ugdl
guid: f$fred IR
IS’

Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan on Thursday
declared Kerala the first
fully digitally literate State in
India, marking the
completion of the first
phase of the Digi Kerala
project, a grassroots-level
intervention across all local
bodies to bridge the digital
d|V|de

Jofar &1 Hoba fiya, o @ g PreTal A e

INGEd
& 1Y

1.5 BAS AN R HT 1T gdeon ) 21.88 AT AN &
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o “Kerala has put forward yet another model worth emulating for the country,” said Mr.
Vijayan.
B A S P oY SFHRONT U SR Aigd Ud fohan g, 4t fasra = FeTl

h
Visual question:
The picture shows the EC logo. Name the person who designed it.

The ECI logo was designed by N. Shankar Pillai, a renowned political cartoonist
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; Quiz
Questions and Answers to the previous

day’s 1E|a|ly quiz: 1. This lc.nnn: painting was by three Italian handymen. Ans: Mona
stolen in 1911 by three Italian handymen. Ans: Lisa

e a5 vRirs Ui af 1911 & i gerfers
2. This man is considered the greatest sprinter AoTgRY gRT RIS TS <t I==: W= e

of all time. Ans: Usain Bolt
3. This unique island State officially became the * This man is considered the greatest

- - = sprinter of all time. Ans: Usain Bolt
State of the United States in 1959. Ans: = R B} 3§ T P1 GIQ TeH UIaP T

Hawaii; 50 ST 21 IR I Fee
4, The wedding of this British royal was the first
royal wedding to be broadcast on national
television. Ans: Countess of Snowdon
5. This American swimmer won his eighth
medal at the Olympics in 2004. The place where
the Olympics was held and the number of
number of gold medals the swimmer won in
this specific Olympics. Ans: Michael Phelps
won six gold medals at the Athens
Olympics in Greece
Visual: Bambi was adapted from this book. Ans:
Bambi: A Life in the Woods by Felix Salten
Early Birds: C. Saravanan| Sonali Das| Tito
Shiladitya| Arjun Debnath| Sukdev Shet
Usain Bolt
Basic Information

e Full Name: Usain St. Leo Bolt
Born: 21 August 1986, Sherwood Content, Jamaica
Nickname: Lightning Bolt
Nationality: Jamaican

Height: 1.95m (6 ft 5 in)
Sport: Athletics (Track & Field — Sprinting)

This iconic painting was stolen in 1911

Athletic Career
e Specialised in 100 metres, 200 metres, and 4 x 100 metres relay.
e« Known as the fastest man in the world.
e Famous for his “To Di World” (Lightning Bolt) victory pose.

Major Achievements
e Olympic Games:
o Won 8 Olympic gold medals (2008 Beijing, 2012 London, 2016 Rio).
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o Only sprinter to win gold in both 100m and 200m in three consecutive
Olympics.
e World Records:
o 100 metres: 9.58 seconds (World Record, Berlin 2009).
o 200 metres: 19.19 seconds (World Record, Berlin 2009).
o 4 %100 metres relay: 36.84 seconds (World Record, London 2012, with
Jamaica team).
e World Championships: 11-time World Champion.

e This unique island State officially became the 50th State of the United States in 1959. Ans:
Hawaii; 50
g SFRAT GIUTT I STABING FU F 1959 T TG o4 MRRBT HT 50T I T IR
§4TS; 50

o Hawaii is the only island state of the USA, located in the Pacific Ocean.

o It officially became the 50th state on August 21, 1959, after a referendum where
the people of Hawaii voted in favor of statehood.

e The state is known for its volcanoes, beaches, surfing culture, and diverse
ecosystems.

e Its capital is Honolulu, located on the island of Oahu.

o Hawaii also has a unique historical significance as the site of Pearl Harbor
(1941), which led the USA into World War II.

© Mnemonic to Remember:
"Hawaii is the S0th star on the American flag" =

e This American swimmer won his eighth medal at the Olympics in 2004. The place where the
Olympics was held and the number of gold medals the swimmer won in this specific
Olympics. Ans: Michael Phelps won six gold medals at the Athens Olympics in Greece
39 MRS R1H A 2004 NEIP T U1 ST U SitdT| a8 M g! faiid gaiT 3R
39 faRIY Siicifies & ORI gRT Siid U vl Uyt & I-1| IR: AIgHhd bewd 3 T & g
Sicifie # o8 Wl ugs oid
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Vishal rewrites 400m National record;
pole vaulter Baranica equals meet mark

ATHLETICS

K. Keerthivasan
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu’s Vishal T.K.
has been one of the stan-
dout athletes for India in
the men’s 400m this sea-
son having run sub-46s five
times.

The 21-year-old justified
his growing potential by
bagging the gold medal
with a National record of
45.12s in the National inter-
state athletics on Thursday.

Vishal broke Mu-
hammed Anas’ record of Surging ahead: Vishal won the 400m gold in 45.12s. R. RAGU
45.21 set in Bhubaneswar
in 2019. Still, he couldn’t SUPVINED FURERIVIED D S
come anywhere close to
the qualification mark
(44.85) for the Worlds.

Earlier, Baranica Elan-
govan of Tamil Nadu
cleared 4.10m in women’s
pole vault and equalled the
meet record set by Tamil
Nadu’s Pavithra Venkatesh
in Bhubaneswar in 2023.

Haryana’s Pooja, consi-
dered one of the bright
prospects to qualify for the
Worlds in 1500m, streng-
thened her chances of
making the grade through
World rankings, with a
strong show (4:10.68).

Credits hard work
Vishal  credited the
4x400m Indian men’s re-
lay coach Jason Dawson for
the improvement.

“He (Jason) needs re-
sults. He prepared me for
the National record. Ac-
tually, the National record
is a reward for my hard
work. I always run for my
personal best,” said Vishal,

who switched to 400m last
year after starting with i
sprints. Pulling away: Pooja, winner of the women’s 1,500m. R. RAGU
Dawson lavished praise L 5 y

on his ward. “What Vishal honesty and dedication, Anas45.21,2019). (6uj) 53.37s; 1500m: Pooja (Har)
brings to the table is so- and I see it in Vishal.” 1500m: Yoonus Shah (UP) 4:10.68s; Pole vault: Baranica

A 3:41.225. Elangovan (TN) 4.10m (EMR —
mething I have always the results (winners only): o Pavithra Venkatesh, 4.10m,
been asking the older ath-  Men: 400m: Vishal TK. (TN) Discus: Kripal Singh (Chd) SSm. g o ecuwar, 2023); Shot put:
letes for. “I always ask for  45.12s (NR) (OR: Muhammed Women: 400m: Devyaniba Zala Kachnar Chaudhary (Raj) 15.75m.

Vishal rewrites 400m National record; pole vaulter
Baranica equals meet mark

faemer @ 400 Hiex TdT Rep1s grarr for@r; 9ier afeet axfasT o
e AT Y STEH
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Tamil Nadu’s Vishal T.K. has been one of the standout athletes for India in the
men’s 400m this season having run sub-46s five times.

afeeTg & faene &.%. s Warer 7 #4Ra F 79T & 400 Hex # ¥ AeER
fRenf3al # @ @ § S=ela ura 9”46 V53 ¥ FH &1 AT Awra|

e The 21-year-old justified his growing potential by bagging the gold medal with a National
record of 45.12s in the National interstate athletics on Thursday.

21 Fffr TEEIST o TRAR AT ATl SSELT TYATEFH H 45.12 ks FT T RaAlS qrehy

mmmﬁymmmﬁmﬁaﬁ:w

e Vishal broke Muhammed Anas’ record of 45.21 set in Bhubaneswar in 2019. Still, he
couldn’t come anywhere close to the qualification mark (44.85) for the Worlds.

farermer =1 2019 & syaAeaR & oo HEFHT W FT 45.21 W3 F1 R*1s As1| W s I Tesa s
FaTfol ftheheleT HTh (44.85) a%aa—a-q'a%"rqurmtrl

e Earlier, Baranica Elangovan of Tamil Nadu cleared 4.10m in women’s pole vault and
equalled the meet record set by Tamil Nadu’'s Pavithra Venkatesh in Bhubaneswar in
2023.

38 U, afaeTg T aXfraT Seranad o Afg3it &1 Al dlee # 4.10 Fhawmgtrzom
HIRET A ATACATS T gfaraT FHEA & T Hie ReplS T Ry 1|
e Haryana’s Pooja, considered one of the bright prospects to qualify for the Worlds in 1500m,

strengthened her chances of making the grade through World rankings, with a strong show
(4:10.68).

g Y g, fSeg 1500 #Hiex 7 ao5d & T FaTelidrs a3t 1 T3 e ATl ST &, o
AR TG (4:10.68) & Tes YT & ATCTH & A3 FeTTat T 37T HHTTAT AT |

e Credits hard work
H3 Ageld FT AT

o Vishal credited the 4x400m Indian men’s relay coach Jason Dawson for the improvement.
farermer & 319eT GUR 7 A7 4x400 HieT HRART To¥ R e Swar stwa i e

e “He (Jason) needs results. He prepared me for the National record. Actually, the National
record is a reward for my hard work. | always run for my personal best,” said Vishal, who
switched to 400m last year after starting with sprints.

‘3o (reT) ARUTH =feT| 3egier At AT Repis & faw dAR 3| areda &, 7g wsdr
RelE A8 At &1 goT1a1 &1 H gAAT 301 ieTel ST ez §,” frener A Fer, fSiwgier foer arer
e & 400 #Hex A Raa forar|

o Dawson lavished praise on his ward. “What Vishal brings to the table is something | have
always been asking the older athletes for. | always ask for honesty and dedication, and | see
itin Vishal.”

STHeT ¥ 370 TROTST T STt ARG 7| i fermer ot 31y §, 3 # gavenm que fenfsat &
T TeT &1 # A SATeTary AR TGO HiaTe €, 3R Ay 75 Rrerer A R@ar 1
e The results (winners only):
gRormeT (Fae fasian):
e Men: 400m: Vishal T.K. (TN) 45.12s (NR) (OR: Muhammed Anas 45.21, 2019).
qeW: 400 #Hex: Rarer &.%. (afAag) 45.12 ¥%s (AT Re1S) (W11 Re’s: qgog 39
45.21, 2019)1
e 1500m: Yoonus Shah (UP) 3:41.22s.
1500 HIeT: eI AT (3T} T&U) 3:41.22 AF3 |
e Discus: Kripal Singh (Chd) 55m.
feeera: Farer g (F319r19) 55 x|
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Women: 400m: Devyaniba Zala (Guj) 53.37s; 1500m: Pooja (Har) 4:10.68s; Pole vault: Baranica
Elangovan (TN) 4.10m (EMR — Pavithra Venkatesh, 4.10m, Bhubaneswar, 2023); Shot put:
Kachnar Chaudhary (Raj) 15.75m.

AFAT: 400 HieT: AATANET AT (FSRTA) 53.37 WS, 1500 Fe: oI (FRATOM) 4:10.68 AF3; Gier
dice: aRforeT geranad (affraens) 4.10 e (e RFTs sl — afd=r dwer, 4.10 A, saon,
2023); 2l Ye: Faar el (TS 15.75 HieT|

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper I: History, Society and Geography)

1. Dal Lake hosts first-ever Khelo India water games with
eye on Olympics

$d e 3 Ugdl IR Wd SfSUT 91ex 1 @t HeidTH! &,
e uR AeR

2. Polavaram project: BJD urges Ministry to re-examine
clearance

UrereRd URASH: dioig A dareay o Hepdt B g
YT B BT AT fopa

3. Ensure universal registration of births, deaths: RGI to
States
o 3R gog T Ard Hifie Uusiiewor gHfia &3: Isal
&I RGI

4. What has NOTTO said about organ donations to
women?

Afgarai 1 TS & I & NOTTO A T HET 82
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Opening act: Artistes perform on a shikara during the opening ceremony of the first-ever Khelo India Water Sports Festival at Dal Lake in
Srinagar on Thursday. More than 800 athletes will participate in events like rowing, canoeing, and kayaking. IMRAN NISSAR (REPORT: PAGE 2)
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Dal Lake hosts first-ever Khelo India
water games with eye on Olympics

GS :A&C

Peerzada Ashig™ """~ """ """ 3

SRINAGAR

The picturesque and iconic
Dal Lake in Srinagar on
Thursday hosted the first-
ever races under rowing,
kayaking, and canoeing ca-
tegories under the Khelo
India Water Sports Festiv-
al, with an eye on improv-
ing the rank in water sports
at the Olympics in the com-
ing years.

409 athletes from 36
States and Union Territo-
ries are participating in the
water sports events, com-
peting for 24 gold medals
over the next three days.
Of the 409 partici-
pants, 202 are female ath-
letes.

Madhya Pradesh has
sent the largest contingent
of 44 athletes, followed by
Haryana (37), Odisha (34),

Dal Lake hosts first-ever Khelo India water games with eye

on Olympics

Athletes participating in the first-ever Khelo India Water Sports
Festival, at the Dal Lake in Srinagar on Thursday. IMRAN NISSAR

and Kerala (33).

“The waters of the Dal
Lake offer the same setting
as in Europe. It’s going to
unmask talent in J&K as
well as across the country.
Water sports have 16 me-
dals in the Olympics and
remain the key to bettering
our ranks at the interna-
tional platform,” Bilquis

Mir, who became India’s
first jury member in the
Olympics in 2025, said.

The Khelo India Water
Sports Festival is also the
first consolidated open-age
category championship,
where all 14 kayaking and
canoeing events and the 10
rowing events are Olympic
events.

@ it A Ugd IR Wa §fEar arer I i Averl

g oY

The picturesque and iconic Dal Lake in Srinagar on Thursday hosted the first-
ever races under rowing, kayaking, and canoeing categories under the Khelo
India Water Sports Festival, with an eye on improving the rank in water sports
at the Olympics in the coming years.

TR o R 3R ufaf¥d 3@ 3fie 3 [Far &) ugedl IR Qo gfear arex
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WY Bieaa & dgd AT, FAMHIT 3R g A0ra & et  Avrari F,
3 a7 auT A SNfE F arex WEH ¥t T YR W o 3@ gul

e 409 athletes from 36 States and Union Territories are participating in the water sports
events, competlng for 24 gold medals over the next three days.
36 aﬁﬁ?ﬂﬂmuﬁqﬁﬁmgmw@ﬁsﬁwﬁ%ma@%ﬁ
3ATe ot fet & 24 waof ugsi o forg ufeRael &<

o Of the 409 participants, 202 are female athletes.
409 TfIYTRMET ¥ ¥ 202 Afgar fGarst €

e Madhya Pradesh has sent the largest contingent of 44 athletes, followed by Haryana
(37), Odisha (34), and Kerala (33).
A U - T gaT 44 FAAISTN &1 & 997 8, 39 S giaron (37), nfe=m
(34) 3R HIA (33) HTRIF B

o “The waters of the Dal Lake offer the same setting as in Europe. It’'s going to unmask
talent in J&K as well as across the country. Water sports have 16 medals in the
Olympics and remain the key to bettering our ranks at the international platform,”
Bilquis Mir, who became India’s first jury member in the Olympics in 2025, said.
501 S BT IR TR O & AR e BT 3 U STRL-HRAR SR T 4% B T
I ISR HAM TR TNEH § e § 16 Ugw 1 § 3R T8 gURY a1 o
%%ﬁurﬁﬁgﬁﬁ%”ﬁﬁﬁvtﬂvﬁw S 2025 ® YRA ®t Ugel I Tog

e The Khelo India Water Sports Festival is also the first consolidated open-age
category championship, where all 14 kayaking and canoeing events and the 10
rowing events are Olympic events.

Qd Sf$TT a1’ W Biead Usd Tgad Nu-U SR} SRy off €, oiei
i} 14 SIS 3R ST 33TH IR 10 AT FAeH NAfF gdew T

Khelo India Water Sports Festival — August 2025

Wl ST arex Tidy $ieead — 3R 2025

e The first-ever Khelo India Water Sports Festival will be organised at Srinagar’s
iconic Dal Lake from 21st — 23rd August 2025.

UgqT @dl Sf$ar arex Widy bRRead R &t ulig sa sfita 1 21 - 23
ST 2025 AP 3MAioId foedT S|

e The announcement was made by Union Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports, Dr.
Mansukh Mandaviya on 3 July 2025.

g@wﬁuwwqﬁ@aﬁsﬁ,ﬁmmﬁmmsmzozsﬁ
|

e This marks another milestone in the Khelo India initiative, aiming to promote sports
inclusivity, discover emerging talent, and expand the scope of sporting disciplines
in India.

Ig Qe $34T1 ugd H Us 3R Iudfs 7, SraeT Seza @l A gH1a T &1
SeTar &, Gﬂ%ﬁuﬁmﬁaﬁ@amaﬁvuﬁﬁ@aﬁw&amm
R SR
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Background of Khelo India Initiative

Qe sfar uga 31 ggyfa

¢ Khelo India Programme was launched in 2018 by the Ministry of Youth Affairs
and Sports to strengthen the sports ecosystem at the grassroots level.

Wl 3fear TiHH P 2018 H gaT Hd 3R Ve HATAT gRT SHHT TR IR WA
uiifRufde! 4 &1 Toigd o= & o IR= foar mam o1

e It focuses on identifying young talent, providing them with training,
infrastructure, and financial assistance.

Ig gaT UfauTsil Bt uga o4, 3 iRneor, girard aiar oiv faxia aeraa
WSH HA R Hlad g

e Over the years, the programme has expanded to include Khelo India Youth Games,
Khelo India Winter Games, Khelo India University Games, and Para Games.

el #, 39 ST P foedR o) 39H Wal gfear gy 1, @l sfear fdew 1,
Qo gfear gfafRid Ty ok U1 W o1 =nfiya fosar |

e In 2025, the government introduced more formats, including the Khelo India Beach
Games (Diu, May 2025) and now the Khelo India Water Sports Festival.

2025 H, WHR A 3R UR=U oig, f5=H @al gfean S 1w (&g, 78 2025) 3R
39 Wl &A1 aTex W hikeqa AT ¢ |

Details of Khelo India Water Sports Festival 2025

Wl §fear arex Wi bikead 2025 &1 faawor

e Venue: Dal Lake, Srinagar, Jammu and Kashmir

RIF: 5@ 39, R, 97 3k iR
e Dates: 21st — 23rd August 2025
fafdr: 21 - 23 AT 2025

Organised by: Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports under the Khelo India programme

TSP YaT BRI SR WA HATAT GRT Wal Sf$q1 FRIHH & I8a
e Sports Disciplines Included:
e Kayaking & Canoei_ng
. Rov_ving

e Water Skiing
qiex THIgT
Shikara Race (traditional boat race unique to Dal Lake)

RreRT I (9 3id &t uRulke F19 3ls)

Dragon Boat Racing

ST dte ¥R
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Participation

yfaHTRrar

e The competition will be an open-age category event.
U U SNU=-Us SR} gde gRfT|
e 400+ athletes from all 36 States and Union Territories are expected to participate.

Tt 36 ISTT SNR g IR TSN A 400+ TUET B HIT A1 Bt IHG B

e Athletes will be nominated by their respective National Sports Federations (NSFs)
based on their performance in national championships or other suitable events.

Raenfeal o1 3o P AR a1 sy Suge wfaafarsi # vez &
3MYR TR I7oh! HeifeI AT Wl AGTRAYT (NSFs) GRT A febam Sa|

e The Games Technical Conduct Committee will finalise entries based on merit.

T ¢fTpd deac FA TTdT & 3NYR TR UfafPal o1 3ifaw =g et |
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Polavaram project:
BJD urges Ministry to
re-examine clearance

GS I: Revers and Dams _ !

BHUBANESWAR

The Biju Janata Dal (BJD)
on Thursday urged Minis-
try of Tribal Affairs (MoTA)
to re-examine and revisit
its statutory Rehabilitation
and Resettlement (R&R)
clearance accorded to Po-
lavaram Multipurpose
Project.

Submitting a memoran-
dum to Union Tribal Affairs
Minister Jual Oram, the re-
gional party said lives and
livelihood of thousands of
people in Odisha’s Malkan-
giri district were at stake

3mg far|

and they were facing exis-
tential threat owing to
Polavaram.

The party moved MoTA,
a day after high-level dele-
gation from BJD compris-
ing Rajya Sabha members
and former Ministers met
Union Minister for Jal Shak-
ti C.R. Patil and Chairman
of the Central Water Com-
mission in New Delhi, ex-
pressing concerns over re-
ported arbitrary expansion
and wunregulated imple-
mentation of the Project.

The party demanded in-
itiation of a comprehensive
backwater study.

Polavaram project:
BJD urges Ministry
to re-examine
clearance

UATIRH YRGS
divic A daag A

TSt Dt g AT
I BT 3T fhar

The Biju Janata Dal (BJD)
on Thursday urged the
Ministry of Tribal Affairs
(MoTA) to re-examine and
revisit its statutory
Rehabilitation and
Resettlement (R&R)
clearance accorded to
Polavaram Multipurpose
Project.

5] S1TdT & (dteig) A
AR I TG BT
HATAT (MoTA) T UIdTaRH
Tge g ufaerr &) &
T8 durf=e et ik
TRYTU (R&R) TSIt &t G
Tfter 3R gAfdaR @A &1

e  Submitting a memorandum to Union Tribal Affairs Minister Jual Oram, the regional party
said lives and livelihood of thousands of people in Odisha’s Malkangiri district were at stake
and they were facing existential threat owing to Polavaram.

PG T

HTd #A JUA 3RTH B J1U7 Fidd U

, 39 &A1 & A dgl fb nfsmn &

nwmﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁwﬁaﬁw@mﬁvaﬁﬁwmmwﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁm%w
ST TR BT JTHTT PR IR &

e The party moved MoTA, a day after a high-level delegation from BJD comprising Rajya
Sabha members and former Ministers met the Union Minister for Jal Shakti C.R. Patil and
Chairman of the Central Water Commission in New Delhi, expressing concerns over
reported arbitrary expansion and unregulated implementation of the Project.

Hioig &1 Sw-wda ufaffnisa, forad IsaauT Tew iR gd wEt wnfie 9, 7 93 fowh o
Fh ot i w1 .o, wifee oiR Sty ot SmaNT & Jrwmsr A gererd H o 36P U
fa 91g Ut 3 MoTA 3 Tushs forar iR uRasT & S fid #9am fawaR 3R ifafa
forarags WR fxidl sgad @11

o The party demanded initiation of a comprehensive backwater study.

A TP UG dPpdicy AFTT L& R B A D |
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Ensure universal
registration of births,

deaths RGI

Vllalta Sm
NEW DELHI

The Registrar General of
India (RGI) asked States to
take steps towards achiev-
ing universal registration
of births and deaths. Offi-
cials were told that follow-
ing the directives of the Su-
preme Court, all
government hospitals have
been declared “registrars”
of births and deaths.
Hospitals have to report
the event within 21 days. If
the event has taken place
in a hospital, a medical of-
ficer in-charge is required
to report it under Section
8(1)(B) of the Registration
of Births and Deaths Act,
1969, officials were told ata
conference on Thursday.

to States

The Act, which was
amended in 2023, makes
online registration of
births and deaths compul-
sory on the RGI portal. Ear-
lier, States maintained
their own database and
shared statistics with the
RGI office that functions
under the Union Home Mi-
nistry. The database with
the RGI can be used to up-
date electoral rolls, Nation-
al Population Register
(NPR), and ration cards.

From October 1, 2023,
the digital birth certificate
is the single document to
prove the date of birth for
various services such as ad-
mission to educational in-
stitutions, government
jobs and marriage registra-
tion among others.

Ensure universal
registration of
births, deaths:
RGI to States

o 3R gog &1
e

Yot ur giAfed
®: WUl B RG

The Registrar General
of India (RGI) asked
States to take steps
towards achieving
universal registration of
births and deaths.

YR & A a YD
(RGI) 7 <0l A & 3R
I & ArdHifie
GolTpRUT D1 YT HIA
31 fzn 4 wen IsH A
Cadll

¢ Officials were told that
following the directives of the
Supreme Court, all
government hospitals have
been declared “registrars” of
births and deaths.

HTYBHTNAT DI Farn T fos
gfta #1¢ & =T &1 araH
DR g IH BN Sreydrert
B ST sh? g & “USiiae”
Ad fovam T g

e Hospitals have to report the
event within 21 days. If the

event has taken place in a hospital, a medical officer in-charge is required to report it under
Section 8(1)(B) of the Registration of Births and Deaths Act, 1969, officials were told at a
conference on Thursday.

SR B T BT I 21 &Y & iR S ghf afe ger sruara A g3 &, O wu
faferear iftrert & 971 ik g Usitewor siftfeam, 1969 Ft 4T 8(1)(B) & dgd RUid

HAT AW 7, T8 BTG B AR B U e H Faram T4
e The Act, which was amended in 2023, makes online registration of births and deaths
compulsory on the RGI portal. Earlier, States maintained their own database and shared
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statistics with the RGI ollce that functions under the Union Home Ministry.
Tg JAfIfrm, oY 2023 B YA faran T o, S 3R I 1 SHiFarg UshdRur RGI Tidd
TR 3T FHRAT ]| U8, Mo 3T W BT Sy TWd A 3R 3Hidws g HATad & il

P RGI HTITT & 1Y I Hd U

e The database with the RGI can be used to update electoral rolls, National Population
Register (NPR), and ration cards.

RGI & U Uiy ScTo Bl IUUNT Hagrar gdl, I S IR (NPR), SR IH
BIS B! AUST A P AT a1 o1 ¥Hhan 5

e From October 1, 2023, the digital birth certificate is the single document to prove the date
of birth for various services such as admission to educational institutions, government

jobs and marriage registration among others.

1 fagaR 2023 T,

¥, fEforea 5= AU fafts Qareit o Rerfore ST § v, IReR)

Npfeai i faare gshtevor anfe & o fafy Trfed 7 & e teaE g 2|

What has NOTTO said about
organ donations to women?

What does data say about organ donations with respect to men and women? Is there a gender disparity?

GS L Sodety

Bindu Shajan Pera

The story so far:

he National Organ and Tissue
Transplant Organisation
(NOTTO) recently issued a
direction stating that women
patients and relatives of deceased donors
will receive priority in organ allocation.
This is part of a 10-point advisory aimed
at addressing gender disparity in organ
transplants and encouraging donations.

Is there a gender disparity?

An article titled ‘India’s organ transplant
paradox: women donate the most and
receive the least” published in the British
Medical Journal noted that as per data
released by NOTTO, 63.8% of all living
organ donors from 2019 to 2023 were
women. Yet men received the most
donated organs, accounting for 69.8% of
the recipients. The data further said that
in the past five years women made 36,038

What has NOTTO said about organ donations to women?

Afgarsi @1 e & IR A NOTTO A T HBT 82

of the 56,509 living organ donations in
India, yet only 17,041 were transplanted
into women, while 39,447 went to men.

What laws oversee organ donation?
The Central Government has established
NOTTO as the apex government body to
oversee organ donations. Each hospital of
the country which engages in transplant
activity, whether in retrieval or
transplant, must link with the NOTTO.
Organ transplantation and donation is
covered under the Transplantation of
Human Organs Act 1994, which has
allowed organ donation by live and
brain-stem dead donors. In 2011, an
amendment to the Act also brought in
donation of human tissues. As per the
Act, buying/selling of organs in any way is
punishable and has a significant financial
as well as judicial penalty.

In its recent advisory, the NOTTO has
asked State governments to create
permanent posts for transplant

coordinators at hospitals that perform
organ transplantation or retrieval. “It is
advised that you develop facilities for
organ and tissue retrieval in all trauma
centres and register them as organ
retrieval centres,” the letter said, while
calling for training emergency responders
and ambulance staff to identify potential
deceased donors early, particularly
among victims of road traffic accidents
and stroke patients.

What is the status of organ donation?
Globally, the World Health Organization
(WHO) estimates that over 1,30,000 solid
organ transplants are performed each
year, but this meets only about 10% of the
worldwide need. Countries with higher
awareness and streamlined donor
systems have achieved significantly better
outcomes, showing what is possible when
organ donation becomes a social norm.
An organ donor can be anyone whose
healthy organs are transplanted to a

Page16

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

www.patrioticias.in

The National Organ and Tissue Transplant Organisation (NOTTO) recently
issued a direction stating that women patients and relatives of deceased
donors will receive priority in organ allocation.

P 3T 3R SHdd YARIYUI HTS (NOTTO) A 811 81 H U Figwr ok} fawa,
forad @t man % wfgen wd< ok ga gransii & ufts=ii &t 3T srdeT |
uTyfirear &t smeatt

This is part of a 10-point advisory aimed at addressing gender disparity in
organ transplants and encouraging donations.

g 10 g W=t &1 fowan 8, oyt Sexa ot yaarRiuvr § dffe sRaAar &t
X BT 3R g I UiedTied BT 8|

Is thel_'e a gender disparity?
FIT ATH SRIATAT 872

¢ An article titled ‘India’s organ transplant paradox: women donate the most and receive
the least’ published in the British Medical Journal noted that as per data released by

NOTTO, 63.8% of all living organ donors from 2019 to 2023 were women.

“URT BT 3T TARIIOT FRAUTUT: AfRaTE T 3ifid g welt § 3R aad &7 ure
FHeat & ME arar ve o, of fafewr Afsea w-ia & yeifid gen, 3 I fasar fs NOTTO
GRTRT 3l & 3IAR 2019 | 2023 T Tt Sifdd S araref & ¥ 63.8% Afgemy off|

e Yet men received the most donated organs, accounting for 69.8% of the recipients.

o 2ft, goul & Ia¥ 3if¥e g fory MU it fird, St 69.8% W disll &1 fewan 5

o The data further said that in the past five years women made 36,038 of the 56,509 living
organ donations in India, yet only 17,041 were transplanted into women, while 39,447
went to men.

3ips! 3 3 Fal fb fUa Ui auf § YRd H 56,509 Siifad irer=i # ¥ 36,038 AfFQATY o
iR 1t rad 17,041 Aigenaii # y@RITG fhU U, Safd 39,447 GoUI &I faT MY/

o What laws oversee organ donation?
3T Ft FARTR 19 A FTF e 82

e The Central Government has established NOTTO as the apex government body to oversee
organ donations.

H% PR A SiTeH B! FRF & fU NOTTO FI 3 KT e/ & w0 & wifid e g1

o Each hospital of the country which engages in transplant activity, whether in retrieval or
transplant, must link with the NOTTO.

3R BT UAD SEETd, S TR T & Terwr 7, 918 98 3T Wi 8 a1 UeaRigor, 3
NOTTO I SIS1 8RTI

e Organ transplantation and donation is covered under the Transplantation of Human
Organs Act 1994, which has allowed organ donation by live and brain-stem dead donors.

3T YR 3R G AT ST AT, 1994 & Sicid oa &, fora shifaa iR wfrss-
I [ T3 gRT SiTTe @l SrgAfa < B
e In 2011, an amendment to the Act also brought in donation of human tissues.

2011 A, fIFTH & JMe= gRT AT SHdd <4 B Ht i fsar man

e As per the Act, buying/selling of organs in any way is punishable and has a significant
financial as well as judicial penalty.
SITFTH & IR, 3N Bt Wte-fawt ford! 1ff U & d-19 § oiR s9% fow weR enfdfe
YT =RF &8 5

e Inits recent advisory, the NOTTO has...
3Ot gIferar Rt /, NOTTO H...

e Inits recent advisory, the NOTTO has asked State governments to create permanent posts
for transplant coordinators at hospitals that perform organ transplantation or retrieval.

3(UHT gTferdT RIS #, NOTTO J I7ed WRPRI & I SRcTell # YARIYUT FH-GT ] & ATt
UG S D1 el &, el ST YARIIU T ST UG 1 Sl gl
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e ‘“ltis advised that you develop facilities for organ and tissue retrieval in all trauma centres
and register them as organ retrieval centres,” the letter said, while calling for training
emergency responders and ambulance staff to identify potential deceased donors early,
particularly among victims of road traffic accidents and stroke patients.

o B gl T, “T qelme < ol § o omg waft et Fe o offT 3R s Uity Y gfaemd

I fRId B3 3R I 31T WY gl & T H USiighd &, 1Y B SATUTaepTel = ufafhar oo oiv
Ugaa Sl & ufRieror o1 g far mar difes Syifad ga grarstt &1 Sieat Usd 8l udb,
faRveR ge® gder difgdl ok Wi AT o

What is the status of organ donation?

3eH 31 fRufa w1 82

e Globally, the World Health Organization (WHO) estimates that over 1,30,000 solid organ
transplants are performed each year, but this meets only about 10% of the worldwide
need.

Ay TR W, fay TaTRA W6 (WHO) &1 30T © o 8 Il 1,30,000 | 3iftres 19 3T
YR fHU 9Td 8, Al g Had fayamdt smaxadar &7 10% & -7 T 6|
e Countries with higher awareness and streamlined donor systems have achieved

significantly better outcomes, showing what is possible when organ donation becomes a
social norm.

3w SIPR=&ar 3R JoaafRUd Srar yunferal ard o= A Iee-1g U ¥ 9gaR ulRomy ure
U e, g8 oIl & & 59 Sl Ue AT 91 o Sl §, o &1 IHa 2|

e An organ donor can be anyone whose healthy organs are transplanted to a

T 3T gl bIs Yl 81 bl o, ORI TR 3 T YR fHaT \w|

To watch an in-depth discussion on the topic, click on the
YouTube link below:
https://www.youtube.com/@Patrioticl AS

For regular updates on UPSC and PCS preparation, join
our Telegram Channel:_https://t.me/patrioticlAS

22 08 2025 DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper II: Polity, Governance,And International
Relations

1. Should SC sit idly as Governors block Bills: CJI
FIT SC T 43T Ig I« e fare Ukt 32 CJI
2. Poll integrity and self-sabotage, parties and the

ECIg=TdY 3r@sar 3% rer-faemer, e 3ix goma 3maer

(ECI)
3. Will a two-tiered World Test Championship do more
harm than good?
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F1 AY-Fal farea e APy st arfer agamoatt an
ATH?
4. Israel’s ongoing offensive in Gaza is ‘intolerable’, says
Red Cross
AT A SIS HT AN AT ‘HTASAIT &, I8 FIF o gl

5. Ukrainian man arrested in ltaly over Nord Stream
pipeline attacks

TS FEH UISUATS HAI & A 7 3ol A Jahell eqTaed
ILIECTIES

6. China, Pakistan Foreign Ministers agree to launch new
economic corridor projects

e, qIfrEdreT & Qe ARAT & v 3w afeaRT aRAs=-T
UYE FA W AT S5
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Should SC sit idly as Governors block Bills: CJI

The CJ1 refers to how the T.N. Governor

Solicitor-General says the top court has
encroached into the terrain of law-making

G overnor

Krishna as Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

hief Justice of India
C B.R. Gavai on
Thursday asked the

Union government if the
Supreme Court is sup-
posed to suspend its role as
the “custodian of the Con-
stitution” and sit powerless
while Governors make
competent State legisla-
tures defunct and thwart
the democratic will of the
people by sitting on Bills
for years together.

The Chief Justice, head-
ing a Presidential Refe-
rence Bench of five judges,
referred to how the Tamil
Nadu Governor had kept
crucial State Bills pending
for almost four years with-
out a word explaining why.

The oral observations
from the Chief Justice
came in response to Solici-
tor General Tushar Mehta’s
submissions for the Union
government that the top
court, through its April 8
judgment, had encroached
into the terrain of law-mak-
ing and slighted high Con-
stitutional authorities like
the Governors and the Pre-

sident by imposing time li-
mits on them.

Mr. Mehta said that inac-
tion on the part of a Consti-
tutional authority like the
Governor was better ad-
dressed in the political
sphere. The Supreme
Court was not the only pro-
blem-solver in the country.
Every problem cannot be
resolved through a judicial
order, he said.

The Solicitor General
said the court should stick
to its rule declared in the
National Judicial Appoint-
ments Commission (NJAC)
judgment that each organ
of governance - the legisla-
ture, executive, and judici-
ary — must stick to its turf.

“We do not intend to mi-
cro-manage the govern-
ment. We will never inter-
fere. But suppose, if a
particular function is en-
trusted to the Governor,
and for years together he
withholds a Bill, will that
also be beyond the power
of judicial review of this
court... When this Court
has in the past set aside the
very Constitutional
Amendment [The Forty-se-
cond Constitutional

Is the court supposed to suspend its role and
watch as the people’s will is thwarted, asks CJI

QQ Suppose a constitutional
functionary entrusted
with certain functions refuses

to discharge those functions

without any valid reasons, are
the hands of the constitutional

courts tied? Are we
powerless?

JUSTICE B.R. GAVAL
Chief Justice of India

e

Amendment Act of 1976],
which had limited the pow-
er of judicial review as a
violation of the Basic Struc-
ture, can we say this court
is now powerless?” CJI Ga-
vai asked Mr. Mehta.

Constitutional powers
The Solicitor General res-
ponded that time limits
may apply to statutory
authorities like a District
Collector, but not to Con-
stitutional powers like the
President and Governors.
He said a Governor’s posi-
tion was sui generis, as
they are appointed by the
Union government but are
also an integral part of the
State legislature.

The law officer said
there may be several rea-
sons, at times political or
democratic, for a Governor
to delay assent to a State
Bill. How could the Su-
preme Court step in and
prescribe deadlines when
none exist in the Constitu-
tion, he asked.

Justice P.S. Narasimha
said State Bills would be
left hanging in vacuum if
no outer time limits were
set for the Governor to

t assent.

“Though you cannot
specify a time limit, but, at
the same time, there
should be some way by
which the process [of as-
senting to Bills] works. Can

it be a situation when it
means ‘full stop’ if the Go-
vernor chooses to not act
on a Bill... there is nothing
further?” Justice Narasim-
ha asked.

Mr. Mehta responded
that only “two or three
States” have come to the
Supreme Court complain-
ing of their Governors.
There was ne flood of liti-
gation against Governors.

To this, Justice Surya
Kant observed that Gover-
nors’ decisions to act or
not act varied from State to
State. He asked whether
the Centre was shutting off
aggrieved States from ap-

proaching the court
against gubernatorial
inaction.

The Centre’s law officer
maintained that the judici-
ary cannot tie down the
President and Governors
to three-month timelines
as done in the April 8
judgment.

“But if there is a wrong,
there must be a remedy...
This court is a custodian of
the Constitution,” the Chief
Justice reacted. Mr. Mehta
said each organ was a cus-
todian of the Constitution

had kept Bills pending for almost four years

in its own field.

Justice Narasimha said
seeking a solution in the
political sphere each time
would result in a logjam.

The Solicitor replied
that issues like delays in as-
senting to Bills were not
solvable by the court. The
solution lay in the political
sphere where elected re-
presentatives were answer-
able to the people, at least
every five years.

“But the Governor is not
answerable to the people,”
the CJI pointed out.

‘Judicial restraint®
Referring to the April 8
judgment’s direction that
pending State Bills would
be deemed as approved if
the President and Gover-
nors did not act within the
three-month deadline, Mr.
Mehta said that restraint in
the exercise of judicial
power, especially when it
concerned high Constitu-
tional authorities, was a fa-
cet of the separation of
powers, which was a part
of the basic structure of the
Constitution.

The Chief Justice said
that while the Bench could

Should SC sit idly as Governors block Bills: CJI
FIT SC I 33T 7g ST« e frel Ukl 32 CJI

Solicitor-General says the top court has encroached into the terrain of

law-making

quite  appreciate  the
Centre’s arguments against
restricting Governors and
the President to a “time-
bound programme” and
the grant of ‘deemed as-
sent’, it could not accept a
situation in which the Go-
vernor merely sat for four
years on State Bills.

“Then what happens to
the democratic set-up of
the government? What
happens to the will of the
two-third of the majority of
the legislature of a particu-
lar State? We are on the
question of a Governor, ho-
wever high he may be, sit-
ting on Bills passed by a

competent legislature,”
Chief  Justice Gavai
observed.

The Solicitor’s reply was
illustrative. He asked if the
President could step in and
decide long-pending cases
in the Supreme Court.

“It cannot be that every
problem has a solution on-
ly at the doors of this court,
and political and demo-
cratic solutions are not so-
lutions,” Mr. Mehta said,
concluding his submis-
sions for the Union govern-
ment.

Hife -t o FgT f o sreTera & Fiefer aaia & &1 F qwe R e
Is the court supposed to suspend its role and watch as the people’s will
is thwarted, asks CJI

FT IETTd 1 391 ${fAT fAerfaa F: S@a M 1 Sreran 1 gooT fawer &

W@, CJI A qo&T
The CJI refers to how the T.N. Governor had kept Bills pending for almost four

years

CJI & 3ed® a1 i AfAe=Tg & gk  Semsyer IR auf e fer dfea @ @

Chief Justice of India B.R. Gavai on Thursday asked the Union government if the Supreme Court
is supposed to suspend its role as the “custodian of the Constitution” and sit powerless while
Governors make competent State legislatures defunct and thwart the democratic will of the
people by sitting on Bills for years together.

AR & & ~ArAreier .31, 79E 7 FaR FY Fg TWHER F 77 o 731 gt F1E i <wdfaura w1

TTH” A A 39 AT TRl Fe afRe s aiFade doar aifye, safF et waw ue

e ast F ASFT FT A9 A AFdiF g1 F1 a6l gF f&FdT JFFt Qv F 7 &l
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The Chief Justice, heading a Presidential Reference Bench of five judges, referred to how the
Tamil Nadu Governor had kept crucial State Bills pending for almost four years without a word
explaining why.

e Faraeier, St aie Fararei Fr Iegafa et ds Y sregatar 7 @ A, F 3eaw fhar B affeeg &
TG F T IR TN qF Agedqor U fareyar fam et wasdraor & dfea @ 91

The oral observations from the Chief Justice came in response to Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta’s submissions for the Union government that the top court, through its April 8 judgment,
had encroached into the terrain of law-making and slighted high Constitutional authorities like
the Governors and the President by imposing time limits on them.

e e Ay AfEF Roaforgt wifaffiet Sere quR Agar & 59 a& & srame # a8 B wafew
AT 39 8 I F HHA & ATEAA F FIefe T F 8 A @ A7 3 7191 2y vgafar s
3o gaunfae NS ST g7 AT 97 FT 3A9A7T Fan|

Mr. Mehta said that inaction on the part of a Constitutional authority like the Governor was better
addressed in the political sphere. The Supreme Court was not the only problem-solver in the
country. Every problem cannot be resolved through a judicial order, he said.

AgaT A e ¥ e S waenfae siftreor it RfSHTaT w1 wamuTe Tereae &5 7 dgaT gl 8|
FNH FIE AU A THATT FHATAT-JAHATA AT G ¢ | T TAEIT A AU F &l AGH &1 Fehell, Segiet
FeTl

The Solicitor General said the court should stick to its rule declared in the National Judicial
Appointments Commission (NJAC) judgment that each organ of governance — the legislature,
executive, and judiciary — must stick to its turf.

Hif e Steita & el ¥ 3raTad ) T8 #a1Rs AgRFa 3T (NJAC) & thaer # et araer s
T YT HIAT T T AT Y T Fh1S — Renaaasd, Frifas i sarrafasr — #Y rga-3raa
& & g TRl

“We do not intend to micro-manage the government. We will never interfere. But suppose, if a
particular function is entrusted to the Governor, and for years together he withholds a Bill, will
that also be beyond the power of judicial review of this court... When this Court has in the past
set aside the very Constitutional Amendment [The Forty-second Constitutional Amendment Act
of 1976], which had limited the power of judicial review as a violation of the Basic Structure, can
we say this court is now powerless?” CJl Gavai asked Mr. Mehta.

“FH IR FT Y& TaUT 761 FIAT A6 | 7 H3HT gEARTT 7T F91| Afdet A7 Ao, afy w18 Ry
FY G HY FiaT 7137 § 31 a8 ant aF F o 1 QFar &, O 721 ag of 37 srgrea r =R gHar
#Y afFT & T PN 9 U T A Al A 37 FAUTAF e [qanforaar wdenfas g
Ffafaas, 1976] # fvea w1 R a1, Sraa = weiten 1 afea w1 fiffta w1 7 w== w1 seawsT
T a1, & T & e Fwa § T Ie sreTera e afFadiar 827 CJI aras F dgar ¥ qo

(aTs wraT &1 T 31T A1g o A 9 A 3 wige-g-aise -3l wide 7 Sl W)
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uch has been written about the
numerous discrepancies in voting
lists, including inaccurate details,
duplication, ineligible entries, ghost
voters, and how these slips aid electoral fraud,
such as impersonation and multiple voting.
Almost everyone agrees that flawed electoral rolls
erode public trust and will ultimately undermine
representative democracy. While much of the
erosion of public trust rightly falls on the Election
Commission of India (ECI), we must also examine
the complicity of political parties in enabling this
institutional decay.

ECP’s credibility, changes in parties

The ECI has the primary duty to maintain clean
electoral rolls. Not surprisingly, the ECI has faced
sharp criticism. The ECI, it appears, believed that
greater opacity would shield it from scrutiny and
accountability. Therefore, instead of addressing
the inconsistencies, the ECI attempted to make
inspection more difficult and raise a fog over its
failures, only to face further questions and
deepening suspicion about its functioning and
institutional integrity.

For the ECI, it has been a mighty fall. In the
1990s, during the tenure of T.N. Seshan as Chief
Election Commissioner, the ECI acquired greater
teeth to curb electoral malpractices and
transformed itself into one of the most powerful
electoral regulatory bodies in the world. The ECI
proactively implemented the model code of
conduct, monitored poll expenses, and
mandated issuing the Electoral Photo Identity
Card (EPIC) to prevent bogus voting. Not
surprisingly, numerous citizen surveys in the
subsequent decades showed that the ECI was
among the country’s most credible and
trustworthy institutions. Today, that credibility
stands eroded, and its legacy is in question.

‘While the ECI has steadily eroded its own
credibility, political parties, in their race to
become more efficient electoral machines, have
weakened their role as democratic
counterweights. Traditional local level
campaigning, which was labour-intensive,
included house visits and street corner meetings.
However, it is increasingly being supplemented
and may even be replaced by digital
communication, which includes social media
campaigns, phone calls and even Artificial
Intelligence-driven chatbots. Newer technological
advances have pushed parties to rely less on the
party on the ground.

These newer forms of communication are
more intrusive, allowing parties to appear to be
engaging with the voters personally and not
constrained by time or space. So, it is possible for
a Prime Minister, Chief Minister or the top party
leader to connect with a voter. These forms of
communication have also encouraged parties to
trade enduring political linkages built by local

K.K. Kailash

is with the
Department of
Political Science,
University of
Hyderabad

It is not just the
Election
Commission of
India but also
political parties
that are
responsible for
enabling
institutional
decay and an
erosion of
voter trust

organisations for the illusion of connection,
leading to the neglect of local party
infrastructure.

Simultaneously, parties have also begun to rely
on professional consultants, who shape their
campaign strategy, messaging, and sometimes
even the choice of candidates. These professional
agents rely on local party workers, if at all, only to
gather information to feed their data analytic
models. Professional campaign consultants work
best when there is a clear chain of command.
Consequently, this has only aided the
centralisation of power in parties and drastically
reduced the role of local workers, once at the
heart of the political party on the ground.

While technology and consultants have
enhanced or appear to have enabled parties to
use resources more efficiently, they also have
weakened the party’s foundations at the local
level. This neglect of the local level may help
explain why systemic failures such as electoral
roll mismatches go unchecked.

Close interaction is the key

The ECI manual on electoral rolls states that
during the electoral roll revision period, or when
there is a modification and rationalisation of
polling stations, the local election officers and the
electoral registration officer should meet and
consult recognised political parties. Further,
parties are supposed to scrutinise draft rolls and
point out discrepancies. Therefore, the integrity
of the electoral roll hinges on the close working of
the local-level party organisation with the ECIL.

To enhance the participation of parties at the
local level, the ECI had introduced the concept of
Booth Level Agents (BLA). These representatives
of recognised political parties were tasked with
assisting the Booth-level officers. To qualify as
BLAs, they had to be registered voters in the
same electoral roll where they had been
appointed. Their primary task was in scrutinising
draft rolls during the revision period and aiding
corrections, including deletion, inclusion and
transposition of voters. Therefore, the BLA is the
key link between the party, voters, and the ECI at
the local level.

The ECI manual has numerous provisions that
prevent the bending of rules and to ensure that
the electoral field is not manipulated. For
instance, it prohibits bulk applications unless
they are from the same family, restricting mass
enrolment. Likewise, BLAs can only file a
maximum of 10 applications (corrections,
deletions, additions) every day. If they submit
more than 30 applications during the revision
period, the Electoral Registration Officer must
personally cross-verify such applications. On
paper, these mechanisms establish a robust
system of checks and balances that is designed to
ensure transparency and prevent fraudulent
manipulations. In theory, these safeguards make

widespread electoral fraud impossible or at least
difficult.

The reported large-scale irregularities in the
Mahadevapura Assembly constituency in
Karnataka push us to ask uncomfortable
questions. Are some BLAs more influential than
others? Has the ECI ignored BLAs manipulating
the system? Is there a systematic institutional bias
favouring the incumbent? At the same time, it is
fair to ask whether some BLAs were asleep at the
wheel during the revision period. Why was the
local party organisation not vigilant? Did they not
participate in the exercise to keep the “electoral
roll healthy”?

An opportunity to revive

This controversy has presented an unexpected
opportunity. Political parties can redeem
themselves. They have a chance to revitalise their
dormant local units, which have been sidelined
by the increased use of technology and
professional consultants. It is a wake-up call
telling parties that they need to look beyond
elections if they want to remain relevant and
meaningful.

The politics between elections often shape
electoral outcomes. The task of electoral roll
revisions may appear to be a mundane task, but
they show how local organisations are crucial for
a healthy democratic functioning.

We already see parties waking up. The
heightened awareness around accurate voter
lists, for instance, in Kerala has prompted parties
to scrutinise the draft rolls for local body
elections more diligently. Parties are now actively
flagging issues such as duplicate voters on the
same ID card or individuals holding multiple
voter IDs. Although parties argue that these
concerns were raised earlier, their current efforts
appear more consistent and determined.

History warns us how weak local organisations
can distort democracy’s promise. Immediately
after Independence, the Congress party units and
local officials allied with the dominant sections to
subvert land reforms, leaving no chance for the
institutional strategy for agrarian reform to
succeed. Today, parties without vigilant local
organisations risk more than electoral losses.
They may be surrendering democracy. And there
may be no fair electoral arena left to contest.

We have seen above that a robust
democracy-saving system is in place. There are
adequate mechanisms to ensure electoral
integrity and prevent rule manipulation in favour
of the incumbent. However, when institutional
leaders prioritise short-term goals over
constitutional norms (not all written), abandon
self-restraint and violate neutrality, they erode
citizen trust and hollow out institutions from
within.

The views expressed are personal <+
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Poll integrity and self-sabotage, parties and the ECI?I’?l'Iﬁ’r
Ir@sdr 3R 3meA-faemer, g 3R era 3wk (ECH)

Electoral Roll Discrepancies and Institutional Decay

Hererar gt 1 Reerfaar i s gaw

e Much has been written about the numerous discrepancies in voting lists, including
inaccurate details, duplication, ineligible entries, ghost voters, and how these slips aid
electoral fraud, such as impersonation and multiple voting.

T Fiad & w3 REarfadt & aR & sgd o o 72 &, 5w e faayor, 2w,
3rtew gfafsedr, s{d Aderd, 3R &8 3 e gard) dhr@rug) S8 Jfawqor 3R Sg-Hdar A #Aeg
L B

¢ Almost everyone agrees that flawed electoral rolls erode public trust and will ultimately
undermine representative democracy.

FITHIT & IS HEA ¢ o YT AAGTAT FaAl o7 [aRaTH &l FHAAR ell ¢ AN 3icdd: ufafafer
ANFHT I AR B &M

e While much of the erosion of public trust rightly falls on the Election Commission of India
(ECI), we must also examine the complicity of political parties in enabling this institutional
decay.

STaIfeh STt faeard & &ROT &1 AR AR TeT T & AR faTast AT (ECI) TR 37T §, 84
T GEATIT Tl I TETH Tollel H Tateliiae gail Y Arefsrera $r off St el =miRU|

ECI’s credibility, changes in parties
ECI # Raw=iiar, gaf & sgara

e The ECI has the primary duty to maintain clean electoral rolls. Not surprisingly, the ECI has
faced sharp criticism.

ECI & yrafies FeAer & Faeo Adardr il 1 9ol10 W1 37 T a1 o781 ¢ f ECI &t
AT TS ST HTHAT AT I3T B |

o The ECI, it appears, believed that greater opacity would shield it from scrutiny and
accountability. Therefore, instead of addressing the inconsistencies, the ECI attempted to
make inspection more difficult and raise a fog over its failures, only to face further questions
and deepening suspicion about its functioning and institutional integrity.

AT Ieltd @idT & foh ECI & ATetaTr T foh 3170 3redsedr 38 S 3R Starecer & sareef|
safore, 3rgerfadl o @eifd aXa & 9o, ECl o fAQ8T0T &l 3R i daitel 317 3961
TATeTaT3it TR 47 STelal T JATH foha, TSI sharel 3Heh shieehlsl A HEAMTT @5 W 3R
37fereh 2= 3R HE e gul

o For the ECI, it has been a mighty fall. In the 1990s, during the tenure of T.N. Seshan as Chief

Election Commissioner, the ECI acquired greater teeth to curb electoral malpractices and
transformed itself into one of the most powerful electoral regulatory bodies in the world.

ECI % fow, 75 U o131 F1ae W &1 1990 & ger #, 51 .U, A9 T ol Igad 3,
ECI 3 gomdt Farant 1 et & fare 3ifos Mt srea v 3R e 1 gfer 9w
ATFRATSH AT fATTH FE3it &7 gee foram|

e The ECI proactively implemented the model code of conduct, monitored poll expenses, and
mandated issuing the Electoral Photo Identity Card (EPIC) to prevent bogus voting.
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ECI o |fsha &9 & AR Wi Sy Y, gaardt @it Y frarrsh <, 3R Aarerar wreY vgar g
(EPIC) ST AT 31TIard ThaT ATfeh Wil HGTeT ahl JehT ST T |

Not surprisingly, numerous citizen surveys in the subsequent decades showed that the ECI
was among the country’s most credible and trustworthy institutions. Today, that credibility
stands eroded, and its legacy is in question.

3T AT foh a1 & gl H g ARG 8Tl o fe@ram fas ECI &2 i Tod faeadeiar
HEATIHT A F T AT 31, I5 eawetiaar afior g gt § 31k 3wt favrad ) geafe g1

While the ECI has steadily eroded its own credibility, political parties, in their race to become
more efficient electoral machines, have weakened their role as democratic
counterweights.

STl ECl o 8iR-6R 379t farea@=iiarar @t &fior foharm 8, a8t Tsteiifcieh aoll o 31feeh perel gardt
wrefiet srotet T &g A 319l affHenT AFifF HJATHFRY & T H HHAR A A 8

Traditional local level campaigning, which was labour-intensive, included house visits and
street corner meetings. However, it is increasingly being supplemented and may even be

replaced by digital communication, which includes social media campaigns, phone calls
and even Artificial Intelligence-driven chatbots.

URARE FATART FR O TR, S AH-FET AT, H O-EX SR Aetalr AR Jorhs gammd nfier
ot | grelifer, 319 38 dofl & RBfes #9R garT e fhar 5 @ § 31K I werer Afzar sfdam,
BT el 3R 8T a& T FHe gefirmar wafoa deatew @ wfawenfia o o sm aar g1
Newer technological advances have pushed parties to rely less on the party on the ground.
TS dehellehl FaTfa oF gall oY ST TR IR uTel WX & fA9R gt & forw aRa frar g1

These newer forms of communication are more intrusive, allowing parties to appear to be
engaging with the voters personally and not constrained by time or space. So, it is possible
for a Prime Minister, Chief Minister or the top party leader to connect with a voter.

YR & I AT T 3770 FEARIHR ¢, S &ell ol SATFcaaTd & W HACTAIIN F 3 §T ferat 1
AT & & AR 3 THT 1 T O q1E 761 8l | 39 TG, Ueh FTeTaat, HEIHA A7 ofrd gar 1

AT AcTeTdl A 53 HohdT & |

These forms of communication have also encouraged parties to trade enduring political
linkages built by local organisations for the illusion of connection, leading to the neglect of
local party infrastructure.

ST HAR TT & Gl l TATAT FToaA1 GaRT AfAT Tarly Torifas datl & 49% & 57 &
seel # Blga & v dicaried e &, s e aréf are 1 3987 g5 &1

Simultaneously, parties have also begun to rely on professional consultants, who shape
their campaign strategy, messaging, and sometimes even the choice of candidates.

I ET, Gl 3 JAaT FATGHRT TR 7 eI glet ofel &, S 3evehr Fofralr Ty, weer 3R et
HHY 3FHICART & TIT doh Al dT FI & |

These professional agents rely on local party workers, if at all, only to gather information to
feed their data analytic models.

Y QY Tole TATAT Tt el 31T R, I fSoeper oY, dharel T U ohiel o forw e ot
& a1fer 39 379 3e1 faeayor ArgaY & STl o1 |

Professional campaign consultants work best when there is a clear chain of command.
Consequently, this has only aided the centralisation of power in parties and drastically
reduced the role of local workers, once at the heart of the political party on the ground.

UG AT FATEhR TIH TS H1H T I & ST A T Teh TAST HTell 8T | AT,
SAW aell 37 AT HT HAHIT & FgT § 3R TARNT FERATIHT i 37fFHT, S FE T TR W
TS Tcieh &et & &g 31 o, Sgcl F &1 TS &

While technology and consultants have enhanced or appear to have enabled parties to use
resources more efficiently, they also have weakened the party’s foundations at the local
level. This neglect of the local level may help explain why systemic failures such as electoral
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roll mismatches go unchecked.

STET ceheiieh 3 HTgehRT o Gl ! HATEAT o 37T HrRreldTqdeh 3TN it H HETH 11T &
T AT JlTd 1T §, TGl 3egiel UICT ehl FUTAT FX UX aAtq o T FASR fhdT § | TAT TR
&Y 30 398 & Ig HHAS H A AT Tohell & T T Aaarar gt 7 sraarfaar st yomelera
faweramd 3faafya @ s 8

Close interaction is the key

e wod & Foh ¥

The ECI manual on electoral rolls states that during the electoral roll revision period, or
when there is a modification and rationalisation of polling stations, the local election officers
and the electoral registration officer should meet and consult recognised political parties.

AT 1A (ECI) T A3 F5T & o FcACTAT FAT 3 HATT FHTel & GRIA, IT 519 HAAGIA gl
1 aRaeer 3 arfdrehrRTor foharm 51T 6T 8Y, e T Fera HTRIBRY 3R HACTAT dsiiehor
3TN T ATTET ITod AS=ITa® gall & e 3R Rt Fer afgu|

Further, parties are supposed to scrutinise draft rolls and point out discrepancies.
Therefore, the integrity of the electoral roll hinges on the close working of the local-level
party organisation with the ECI.

373, gl Y AwteT GRET A T FE AR AR TRt F T wer ARl sefeT,
FaeTar Y Y HESAT TATHT T I I1ET HIoo 3R Feara AT (ECI) & orer ufeiss s o¥
R w8

To enhance the participation of parties at the local level, the ECI had introduced the concept
of Booth Level Agents (BLA).

ATAT T 9T &ell 1 AN g1 & fw gora 3T (ECH) & 97 T Teie (BLA) &Y
37TEROT 92r r 2|

These representatives of recognised political parties were tasked with assisting the Booth-
level officers. To qualify as BLAs, they had to be registered voters in the same electoral roll
where they had been appointed.

HTI AT ATed TsTeiliclsh il & A FTafer g7 Fa¥ FfaHRET &1 Fgrgdr a= & fov gerd fhu
T | BLA Foiat & U 3o¢ 38T ATTar G2t & Ysiighd AAGTAT G 3T eh AT ST61 306 (o1 gorcl
ERIEIR

Their primary task was in scrutinising draft rolls during the revision period and aiding
corrections, including deletion, inclusion and transposition of voters. Therefore, the BLA is
the key link between the party, voters, and the ECI at the local level.

3eTehl HEY A HeMer= afer & wwter Gt B Sid A 3R GURT & Aee war a1, S
HAASTAT3HT T F2T=T, AT 3 FATHATGIOT AR AT| SHTAT, TATNT T 9T BLA 9T,
HaeTATt AR gATa AT (ECI) & I {ET 31 g

The ECI manual has numerous provisions that prevent the bending of rules and to ensure
that the electoral field is not manipulated.

AT HTANT (ECI) FT AT &8 TaeiTel T & it [AIAT & Ieorae i Uehel § AR T
iAREd d & fo Fordt &t H g A &l

For instance, it prohibits bulk applications unless they are from the same family, restricting
mass enrolment.

3ETE0T & TIU, Ig A et &l Aehcl § 519 oo o 3 Tah &1 aRaR 4 o &, foad Jeraqg
gafieor AT &l
Likewise, BLAs can only file a maximum of 10 applications (corrections, deletions,

additions) every day. If they submit more than 30 applications during the revision period, the
Electoral Registration Officer must personally cross-verify such applications.
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g8 9o, BLA fcifeet 3feiehce 10 3maee (GUR, §eral, Siisai) & X Fehd & | Afe I Feere
379t 7 30 | HTAF IHAGT STAT FXA &, o AAGTAT ISHIH0T TAFRY FI UH 377dcaAT Sl
STFGIT T F AT AT AT &

On paper, these mechanisms establish a robust system of checks and balances that is
designed to ensure transparency and prevent fraudulent manipulations. In theory, these
safeguards make widespread electoral fraud impossible or at least difficult.

FIRTS TR, A T AT AR Ao T Tah AT Ol TR X 8, S IRGAr giaAfRad et
3R erETerdiget AT Y Aot & TAIT T35St o a1w 8| Ageifare &9 @, I &t 3917 419
AT TS Y 3HT AT FH Y B ST a1 &) &

The reported large-scale irregularities in the Mahadevapura Assembly constituency in
Karnataka push us to ask uncomfortable questions. Are some BLAs more influential than
others? Has the ECI ignored BLAs manipulating the system? Is there a systematic
institutional bias favouring the incumbent?

Felled Y AFGAY FAUTeTwsi &7 7 RUIE &1 918 93 JAT ¥ 73937 g4 8@t gared goat
TR AT A § | AT $© BLA GERT A 31T gemraeimell 82 & gefra 3w (ECI) o yomelt 7
T e aTel BLA FT FAoRGTST [T &2 T eTUTY & U&7 H g caaiedd SEdmeTd JaTdrd
g7

At the same time, it is fair to ask whether some BLAs were asleep at the wheel during the

revision period. Why was the local party organisation not vigilant? Did they not participate in
the exercise to keep the “electoral roll healthy”?

34 gAY, IE qo-T o 3 § o a1 o BLA GRiTe 3rafer & eRie ffshar & ureira ardf
HITSH Hcleh T AT UT? TN Segiel “Fa€Y HAGTAT el FATC TW & I H 7197 oAg1 Tora?

An opportunity to revive

gaa‘fﬁaaﬂﬁmm

This controversy has presented an unexpected opportunity. Political parties can redeem
themselves. They have a chance to revitalise their dormant local units, which have been
sidelined by the increased use of technology and professional consultants.

34 faare; o Ueh TR 3R T ohar 8| TSt el e T GUR Fehel ¢ | 3ofeh ITH
3191 AT T ShTS AT FT eSi T Flet &l AW 8, fSfeg W@y 31T daay wamssni
& Sed IUANT A foheTR T fem aram o)

It is a wake-up call telling parties that they need to look beyond elections if they want to
remain relevant and meaningful.

Ig T Ad1aelt § ST Goll &1 adTclt ¢ o A & Trfen 31X A1 oot @l 916 § af 3o geral
J IR ST g

The politics between elections often shape electoral outcomes. The task of electoral roll
revisions may appear to be a mundane task, but they show how local organisations are
crucial for a healthy democratic functioning.

TATaT 3 o Y Tttt A aardt IROMEAT 1 3R Sl & FFCTAT FT HET 7 H1
HTUROT o131 TehdT §, olfeheT T8 ATAT & 6 Ta€T AFdifas IV & T AT GIraT
farce Ageaqot &1

We already see parties waking up. The heightened awareness around accurate voter lists, for
instance, in Kerala, has prompted parties to scrutinise the draft rolls for local body elections
more diligently.

& UE € & T¢ & T ael ST g B | T & Wk aAcieran Gt & gfel Y g3 Sereehan
T P e T ST 3 TR Avelar SR 1 31O A e e ¥ R 9Ra
Rar gl
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Parties are now actively flagging issues such as duplicate voters on the same ID card or
individuals holding multiple voter IDs. Although parties argue that these concerns were
raised earlier, their current efforts appear more consistent and determined.

319 ol Aishd §9 & U FAcal I 367 T8 & o1 o Teh €1 wgerel o9 W 3foardhe aaarar ar
IfFAaT & 91 U & 38w AGGIar 9§91 97 glT| TeTT Gl oo ol & 1o I TIATE Igor o7
30T$ 915 oY, Wifehal 3oTeh TAAT TAH TR FEHTeT IR gg Tehd g1t 2|

History warns us how weak local organisations can distort democracy’s promise.
Immediately after Independence, the Congress party units and local officials allied with the
dominant sections to subvert land reforms, leaving no chance for the institutional strategy for
agrarian reform to succeed.

e & AaTash T ¥ 3 FAeIX T Heroe aieed & a1 F g T Gt &1 FacTar
& U ST, FIAw 9t sHTEat 3R T JifUHRE & geraenel qait & |y assis far 3k
Frfteht gURY ¥ e R R, Fred Y GUR A1 SEmTa O & a6 g 1 S o
STeT |

Today, parties without vigilant local organisations risk more than electoral losses. They may
be surrendering democracy. And there may be no fair electoral arena left to contest.

3T, el TUTAT HASAT & THAT Sl Shetel FoATel g T & 7161 dioeh AN Hl FHTIA et T
STE# 331 81 3R Hevar & o Hhrarell a3et o foIT 1S forsuet et 87 A9 7 3|

We have seen above that a robust democracy-saving system is in place. There are
adequate mechanisms to ensure electoral integrity and prevent rule manipulation in favour
of the incumbent.

§HA I W ¢ o Toh ATl dlha s aaTel aTell YoITell Alole, & | AT Jr@sar FiATed Htel
3R g & gt # fAg#AT & g & Aehat & forw gied oF &
However, when institutional leaders prioritise short-term goals over constitutional norms

(not all written), abandon self-restraint and violate neutrality, they erode citizen trust and
hollow out institutions from within.

gTIfh, ST TTARTA T Waenfas ATEst (T3 Al A6 W srcusifas &gt Hr arafAsdr
A E, TcH-IH B3 & § 3R fISaTar 7 3eated ad &, A d AR f3eard & &flor Y &
£ 3R TTUTET Fr IR T @rEeT 91 & 2
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Why Sri Lanka’s Tamils are flagging militarisation

Why did Sri Lanka’s prominent Tamil party. the llankai Tamil Arasu Kadchi, call a symbolic hartal? Is the presence of uniformed men visibly greater in the island

nation’s north and east provinces? What has the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights said about the situation in these provinces?

EXPLAINER

Meera Srinivasan

The story so far:
n August 18, Sri Lanka’s
prominent Tamil party the
Tlankai Tamil Arasu Kadchi
(ITAK), called a symbolic
hartal across the Tamil-majority north
and east, to protest militarisation of the
former war zone, 16 years after the Sri
Lankan armed forces crushed the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE).
Businesses and commercial
establishments across the northern and
eastern provinces remained shut for a few
hours in the morning — while some
remained open owing to political
differences with the ITAK — joining the
call to demilitarise their districts.

‘What prompted the hartal call?

The recent killing of 32-year-old

Ethir ingham Kapilraj of Mullaitivu
district, in Sri Lanka’s northern province
triggered it. The young Tamil man died in
an alleged attack by military men from an
army camp located in the district. In a
letter to President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake on August 10, the ITAK
demanded an “unhindered, thorough
investigation” into Mr. Kapilraj’s death,
and also highlighted the “oppressive
conduct and excessive presence of the
military” in the north and east after the
war ended. The government has
promised to hold a thorough investigation
and bring the perpetrators to book. The
police has arrested three soldiers in
connection with the killing.

What is the govt.’s stand on military?
For many civic activists in Sri Lanka, the
demand for de-militarising the north and
east, is also lined to the larger call to
downsize the country’s bloated military
service. In March this year President
Dissanayake, who is also the Minister of
Defence, announced plans to downsize
the military by 2030. The latest Budget

Embers of war: Remains of vehicles damaged in the war seen in Mullaitivu district. FILE PHOTO

allocated LKR 442 billion, or roughly $1.5
billion, to the Ministry of Defence —
significantly more than the amount set
aside for education, local commentators
observed. In its analysis of the 2024
Budget estimates, Colombo-based think
tank Verité Research found that
expenditure on just the uniforms and
diets in the defence sector was projected
to increase by a significant LKR 75 billion
(or nearly $250 million), or 258%
compared to 2022. “As a percentage of
GDP, Sri Lanka spends nearly 2% on
military expenses, an extraordinarily high
amount for a country that does not face
an existential security threat,” retired
army officer Major Gen. Dr. Boniface
Perera observed in a newspaper column
earlier this year.

What is the extent of military
presence in the north and east?
While specific data of camps and troops

currently stationed are not available in
the public domain, the presence of
uniformed men is visibly greater in the
island nation’s north and east provinces,
compared to the rest of the country. The
military is also seen running local
businesses, including hotels and
restaurants, farms and other facilities,
competing with the locals who are trying
to rebuild their lives and livelihoods that
were destroyed in the protracted war.

In Mullaitivu district in particular — the
site of the final battle of the civil war in
which armed forces are accused of killing
tens of thousands of civilians — armed
military personnel can be seen manning
several traffic junctions and checkpoints,
periodically inspecting vehicles passing
by. In a 2017 report titled ‘Normalising the
Abnormal: The Militarisation of Mullaitivu
District’, published eight years after the
civil war, non-governmental advocacy
organisations Adayaalam Centre for

Policy Research (ACPR) and People for
Equality and Relief in Lanka (PEARL)
found that there were some 60,000
military personnel among just over
1,30,322 civilians in the district.

The military has also been controlling
huge amounts of people’s land, including
agricultural land and sites of worship, in
the post war years, sparking several
people’s struggles in the north and east.
Military spokesman Brigadier Franklin
Joseph told The Hindu that 91% of
military-held land have been returned to
the people. Military presence has also
“significantly reduced” since the war’s
end, he said, while declining to share the
exact numbers.

President Dissanayake has assured that
military-held land in the north and east
will be returned to the rightful owners,
and that his government was taking steps
to expedite the same.

Further, Tamil parliamentarians have
in the past accused the military of
creating a “drug dependency” among
Tamil youth. In a parliamentary address
in 2022, Jaffna MP Gajen Ponnambalam
spoke of the military’s “involvement” in
the drug menace. “They are the biggest
peddlers of drugs in the north and east,
particularly in Jaffna. By extension the
police are also in it,” he said.

What do rights advocates state?
In its latest report on the situation of
human rights in Sri Lanka, the Office of
the UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights notes: “Sixteen years after the end
of the war, meaningful and
comprehensive security sector reform is
yet to take place. Consequently, the
surveillance apparatus, especially in the
north and east, has remained largely
intact, with minimal oversight or
direction from the central government.”
It urged the Sri Lankan government to
“avoid involvement of military in law
enforcement, commercial activities and
civil affairs and significantly reduce
military presence in the Northern and
Eastern Provinces as part of security
sector reform”.

Why Sri Lanka’s Tamils are flagging militarisation

e F afFa TN A FA AR FA @S

e Why Sri Lanka’s prominent Tamil party, the llankai Tamil Arasu Kadchi, call a symbolic

hartal?
AreiehT 1 T afdrer aréf, sewrs affer 3Ry F3, A ThFToHF gsare A1 FTS?

THE GIST

v

The recent killing of
32-year-old Ethirmanasingham
Kapilraj of Mullaitivu district, in
Sri Lanka's northern province
led to the hartal call.

v

While specific data of camps
and troops are not available in
the public domain, the
presence of uniformed men is
visibly greater in the island
nation’s north and east
provinces, compared to the
rest of the country. The military
is also seen running local
businesses, including hotels
and restaurants; farms and
other facilities, competing with
the locals who are trying to
rebuild their lives and
livelihoods that were destroyed
in the protracted war.

v

Tamil parliamentarians have in
the past accused the military of
creating a “drug dependency”
among Tamil youth.

o |s the presence of uniformed men visibly greater in the island nation’s north and east
provinces?

T T o & e X gt wial A adfeardy dfaet fr sufeafa vose &0 @ 1few §2

o What has the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights said about the
situation in these provinces?

g1 wich 1 T & aR 7 g o ATTAUFR STargFd FIATT o FAT FH5 872

Sri Lanka Tamil Hartal and Militarisation Issue
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On August 18, Sri Lanka’s prominent Tamil party the llankai Tamil Arasu Kadchi (ITAK),
called a symbolic hartal across the Tamil-majority north and east, to protest militarisation of
the former war zone, 16 years after the Sri Lankan armed forces crushed the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE).

18mﬁm@rq§@aﬁﬂqﬁﬁaﬁamm(lmmﬁaﬁ?—r-agﬂwwqﬁ
# Teh Hichicleh §Sclel 3T JTEaT o, ST qd Jeor &1 A AAehor o [T AT, Aelers qres
el gaRT LTTE &1 $eelal & 16 |l e |

Businesses and commercial establishments across the northern and eastern provinces
remained shut for a few hours in the morning — while some remained open owing to political
differences with the ITAK — joining the call to demilitarise their districts.

3 AR gt vicit 7 cgaary 3R Aaariie Yol goag & $o Hel & v §¢ 3§ — Sidifh $o
ITAK & Irsteiifcleh Hsel & HROT Gol g — AAfehel g ToTeil ol Heg-HFcl hiat I HidT & AT
gUl

What prompted the hartal call?
TSATA & JHTEATA FHT HROT FIAT AT?

The recent killing of 32-year-old Ethirmanasingham Kapilraj of Mullaitivu district, in Sri
Lanka’s northern province triggered it.

AT & AL Ui & Heolag el & 32 gty v T FiRewrsr 1 g @ gcar o 56
EGIGEIREGRER

The young Tamil man died in an alleged attack by military men from an army camp located in
the district.

39 g dffrel cafed A 7cg el 7 U veh a1 RITR & ArgerFaT ZarT Had el # g3

In a letter to President Anura Kumara Dissanayake on August 10, the ITAK demanded an
“unhindered, thorough investigation” into Mr. Kapilraj's death, and also highlighted the
“oppressive conduct and excessive presence of the military” in the north and east after the
war ended.

10 3T Y TSEUTT T FHRT BAEARTF F1 ford 79 & ITAK & HiTeRTST 6T il T “forsgar
3R g e Y AT Y AR Jet FATCA et o a1 3 IR & H Fall & “GHARNT cqagR 3R
AT 3YTEATA” &l 3SR [HaT|

The government has promised to hold a thorough investigation and bring the perpetrators to
book. The police has arrested three soldiers in connection with the killing.

IR A ITgeT ST el 3R ST bl TfT feelrad hr arer foham &1 gford o gear & Rerfael &
e fast =1 rrar T &

What is the govt.’s stand on the military?
WHR FT T W 59 F4T 8?2

For many civic activists in Sri Lanka, the demand for de-militarising the north and east, is also
linked to the larger call to downsize the country’s bloated military service.

HeIehT A g AR FrAFAIN & fT, 3 3R I A Aeg-FFT FTeA H AT A H Fell §§
He Far I T H AT HIT A L S B

In March this year, President Dissanayake, who is also the Minister of Defence, announced
plans to downsize the military by 2030.

4T @rer AT H Irseufa Bareres, St foh a1 730 3 §, 7 2030 doh AT FT BT et HI Aretell
&r grvor $r|

The latest Budget allocated LKR 442 billion (= $1.5 billion) to the Ministry of Defence —
significantly more than the amount set aside for education, local commentators observed.
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SdIAT Fore & 8T AATAT A 442 FAfTa LKR (= $1.5 Rfege) smafea frw aiv — S e
& forw 3rerer WY 318 A T Fgh 3170 &, TAT feoqofiRT 7 FeT|

In its analysis of the 2024 Budget estimates, Colombo-based think tank Verité Research
found that expenditure on just the uniforms and diets in the defence sector was projected to
increase by LKR 75 billion (= $250 million), or 258% compared to 2022.

Freiar R s & AR Rad & 2024 F97e gt o faeeryor 3 o aram 6 T&T & 7 Shaer
7t 3t siereT TR @ 2022 F JoreTr 7 75 R LKR (= $250 fAforaeT) am 258% dgat &1
3-]?3?{1?{ aqr|

“As a percentage of GDP, Sri Lanka spends nearly 2% on military expenses, an
extraordinarily high amount for a country that does not face an existential security threat,”

retired army officer Major Gen. Dr. Boniface Perera observed in a newspaper column earlier
this year.

“GDP & fderd & &9 &, Aieiehl el V=g Tl TR o1 2% W Xl &, St o Teh Qq A
forT 3ramerRoT €9 & 3110 § fS8 31Tccaand FRaf ek T TTHAT 761 8,” AaTfaige Jeir Janry
AT ool 1. A TR o 3T ATl T Y3 H Teh FATAR T Sl el H Fel |

Extent of Military Presence in the North and East
3 AR q@ 7 Ao sufeufa i @

While specific data of camps and troops currently stationed are not available in the public
domain, the presence of uniformed men is visibly greater in the island nation’s north and
east provinces, compared to the rest of the country.

A & o FaY 3R AT & S AraTAs &7 F 3ucrsy AT §, AfheT gdT TSg & I
3t ot wiet 7 adferdt At Hr 3ufRafa der & e fewat T gore 7 Fove &7 & AT B
The military is also seen running local businesses, including hotels and restaurants, farms

and other facilities, competing with the locals who are trying to rebuild their lives and
livelihoods that were destroyed in the protracted war.

mwmmmmmm,mmmgﬁmﬁwmmgmm
w%,sﬁmxmmm?ﬁﬁqu%%amﬁwﬁmgmmmm
I Y & FATey T FITRAA FT R &

In Mullaitivu district in particular — the site of the final battle of the civil war in which
armed forces are accused of killing tens of thousands of civilians — armed military
personnel can be seen manning several traffic junctions and checkpoints, periodically
inspecting vehicles passing by.

T3y &9 & Fedfeg e 7 — S yggeyr i 3ifaer a7 1 Ty U1, ST6T FUE Tell R geIRI
AT Y §—T T 3R § — AT AAF 8 Irarar =i 31 wifrat . dara ewg ea §
IR FAG-FAY T ISR aTel dTgall T STiel B |

In a 2017 report titled ‘Normalising the Abnormal: The Militarisation of Mullaitivu District’,
published eight years after the civil war, non-governmental advocacy organisations
Adayaalam Centre for Policy Research (ACPR) and People for Equality and Relief in

Lanka (PEARL) found that there were some 60,000 military personnel among just over
1,30,322 civilians in the district.

2017 $r s RUiE ‘Normalising the Abnormal: The Militarisation of Mullaitivu District’ ﬁ, S
TEYEY F TS A §18 Fh1RId £S5, IN-TIHNT FIToeT ISATerH Wed B difardl Rad (ACPR)
3R figer BR s fordY U3 Rl 3o &1 (PEARL) & 9r3T o6 foier & &19713797 1,30,322 AR &
s 60,000 dfaw Hie A

The military has also been controlling huge amounts of people’s land, including agricultural
land and sites of worship, in the post-war years, sparking several people’s struggles in the
north and east.
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iR st & FeAT oltait <hr 87 o1 T TR, forast ST offdy 3l o e anfde €, afaa
AT T &, Fored 3R 3 99 A 3 11 wud 615 3351

Military spokesman Brigadier Franklin Joseph told The Hindu that 91% of military-held
land have been returned to the people. Military presence has also “significantly reduced”
since the war’s end, he said, while declining to share the exact numbers.

A gaardT FREER S faer NWE & & /Ag ! TarT T AT R el 7 oY 378 8fH 1 91%
et &t witer T a1 ¥ 3gie et o o FATCd g & a1 @ A 3ufeAfa o “Frhr g5 aF
?ﬂrgé%”, gTelifeh 3ogiel Telh 3TThs TTST Pl F SoThX Y [T

President Dissanayake has assured that military-held land in the north and east will be
returned to the rightful owners, and that his government was taking steps to expedite the
same.

gl feFaTaTd & mearae e § o 3a% 3R qd & Qa1 canT oot Y 718 {fA arEdtas
AT &l lers STUal 3N 3Tl ALHR SH Aol @ ol19] el & [T HeH 301 Wl 8

Further, Tamil parliamentarians have in the past accused the military of creating a “drug
dependency” among Tamil youth.

S8 3T, AN & affrer Fiwel o Jar o1 afdrer Farait 7 “arefielt qanait o fsiRar der we
T 3TRIT ST ¢

In a parliamentary address in 2022, Jaffna MP Gajen Ponnambalam spoke of the
military’s “involvement” in the drug menace. “They are the biggest peddlers of drugs in the
north and east, particularly in Jaffna. By extension the police are also in it,” he said.

2022 Y FHET 967 H, ATHAT HIHG IoteT NATAH oF QAT T “oTer Y FHEAT H wioreqar’ Hr
T FET| 3eaiaY el, “F IR AR g3, TN SAHaAT 7 ARl gardt & qod 93 aEH & | $HH
| &1 gfera o swe enfAe g1

What do rights advocates state?

PR FEAFAT FATFEd 87

In its latest report on the situation of human rights in Sri Lanka, the Office of the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights notes: “Sixteen years after the end of the war,
meaningful and comprehensive security sector reform is yet to take place. Consequently,
the surveillance apparatus, especially in the north and east, has remained largely intact,
with minimal oversight or direction from the central government.”

itet & ATaiaFER F Pufy o el adfiaas R &, gy v AaitsR ssagFa
FTATETT ¥ gl “J&Y AT glat & 16 a¥ 1 $ff A1 3N ST AT 8T FUR giedr areh ¢
Acietctet, faAy §0 @ 30 3R @ A FaRmeh & 93 YA W S8 &1 7 B, ToTHH S aeanr
3R @ FGAdH IR 2 e g1

It urged the Sri Lankan government to “avoid involvement of the military in law
enforcement, commercial activities and civil affairs and significantly reduce military
presence in the Northern and Eastern Provinces as part of security sector reform”.

3T SieiaTS WHR U 317918 6T foh 98 AT Tl I FTeT YaaeT, ariorods afafafeat sk
AR AT H AMAT gt T Aeh R &I AT FUR & RED & &9 7 3 AR gt it o d=r
39TRYT FT FTHY §g dh FH A
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Will a two-tiered World Test Championship do more harm
than good?

wﬂ-wﬂwmammﬂﬂwmmﬁaMmW?

World Test Championship Restructuring Proposal

e A proposal to restructure the World Test Championship (WTC) into a two-tiered system,
potentially dividing the 12 Test-playing nations into two groups of six teams, or into two
groups of seven and five teams, is gaining traction.

Tes Txe FRFAfT (WTC) &t Gofeifoe otet o1 Toh Teelra, ford al-Fadiar gorrelt & seore 3R
12 T¥e Qo a1 3T 1 ©F-68 SIAT & & FHGH A, AT /1 3R i EAT & & FoPgh 3 diest &

g4 §, 7S U3 @ 3

¢ While some argue that this system could improve the quality of matches and increase
competitiveness by having top teams play each other more often, others worry that lower-
ranked teams will get fewer opportunities to play.

STET T olleT oTeh ot & Toh Ig JUTTO it <hY J[OTET FaT Fehll § 3R <N &t & ey 3f8res IR
HFTT gl @ Tl a6 Hevell ©, TET 3= AT Fifdd § T forerer T &1 &t &6 Qo &
HAE A AN

e  Will a two-tiered WTC do more harm than good? Deep Dasgupta and Jatin Paranjape
discuss the question in a conversation moderated by Amol Karhadkar.

AT &1-ET WTC TR oTohafTel 3l AT ofTe7? S8 TeaT I &9 Rt iR St i o
AT FIGISH I AT # ST & == |

Is this proposal actually expected to benefit Test cricket?

wwmﬁw#mﬁmaﬁm@ﬁaﬁmmh

o Deep Dasgupta: | wrote for Sportstar in 2017 in favour of the proposal, so | am an advocate.
The quality of the India-England Test series may not have been great, but because it was
competitive, it had everyone’s attention.

& rETear: A 2017 & TNEER & {30 38 y&da & vaT # forr o1, safaw # saen gads
§| HRA-57eis ST AT Y I[UTaT RMTE; g et =76t 2, oifehet Faifeh Tg gfaedeicas o,
T T T &aTeT Wil

o Test cricket will be watched by people as long as it is competitive. Obviously, we can’t expect
people to watch it on all five days, for seven hours each day. But if it is competitive, people
will follow it more often.

¥C ToRohe T AT AF o ST g9l o1d deh Ig TfaeTeicAs Tgam| ATfeX &, H Ig 3FAIG 1e
F Thd [ oET 38 ural feoT, ATa-a1d 8¢ ¢ | oifereT Ife I8 gfaeTeicas §, ar ofier 38 31
IR Blell HE|
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With a two-tiered WTC, you will have a more competitive series and more people following
Test matches again.

SI-ET WTC & a1, 31fres gfaeauicas dilter gl 3R 31ftre ot iR & eee #t &1 wiar
H|
Jatin Paranjape: Today, more people consume the T20 (Twenty-20) format of cricket. But

having said that, consumer behaviour has evolved rapidly: there is a niche group of people
supporting Test cricket as well. They follow and appreciate the intricacies of Test cricket.

ST WIS 31157 317 19T fohche o €120 (TdA-20) TIFT T W B oifeheT I gl gU o,
3YSHIFAT TR ot A TAhAT §31 &: Toh FAAY Tofg T o & it e fohehe b Tt el &1
3 e forehe 1 aRIRRAT & ST 3R wEd 8

So, the time has come for the ICC (International Cricket Council) to launch Test cricket as a
product. They need to be mindful of the fact that while all the media attention is around the
T20 game, the ratings during the India-England Test series went through the roof.

sOToIT e AT 37 747 § o 3t (ravisT frdhe aftwe) ¢re fohche &l U 3cu1g & ®9 &
Aied P | 3o6 5T AT FT €ATeT IWAT 8191 T Stafer #AfSAT o571 TRT €311 E120 W W &, HRA-
$9els e AT & RIeT XEaq st Sl off|

And that launch has to be a happy marriage of keeping the philosophical priority of Test
cricket alive with the commercial angle.

3R g ellear ¢Fe hehe 1 greifaes yraffshdr 1 Sfad T@d gu aTvIisae qee] & 12 Hdele
gleTr T1fg T

| am not against the two-tier format, but it should not be skewed towards redistribution of
commerce; it should be skewed towards redistribution of opportunity for all the teams, so that
they have a reasonable stab at Test cricket.

# er-Falr gred & T 61 §, et J€ hael AU o GoATAAOT T 3R ST 3T A& el
=1, afes a5 qaft EAT & fIT HEERT o GATTART 1 3R 7T g1 =T, alfeh 3o &
forehe & 3fa Al e T

It should incentivise teams in the second tier to improve their game.

39 @y A0 i EAT FI AT Wl FURA & AT IR e Tl

World Test Championship Format Debate
g e IPITa R yrew WX S5

At the moment, the WTC involves only nine of the 12 Test-playing nations. Each team
plays six series, primarily to avoid pitting India and Pakistan against each other.

TIAA H, Seegerel # 12 T Qo a1 Q2 # @ Faa at anfAw & 93+ a7 o7 0T o
B, FCT T ¥ #RA AR TR 1 3T -HHe oot § F4 & foe|

DD: The major issue with a two-tier system with six teams in each tier is that a lot of the
teams might say, ‘1 am not going to play in the second tier’.

DD: EY-FaT Yomel) fSg# Ucdsh TaX IR &g &1H &, T 92 THET I8 § & s & Fg bl
&+ Qs Ra 3 o7t Qe
So let’s say they are divided as seven (top tier) and five (bottom tier) and we stick with the

current format, which is six series in a cycle. If you have seven teams in Tier 1, automatically
you play six other teams.

AT NI 3 AT (T feaR) 3R uier (Ffed o) # afer am 3R & Alspar yrea I1ir v
Teh H B GRS W ek W1 3PR EIX 1 7 a1 & g, af Tad: g1 39 B¢ 31T SIAT § Weldl|

Whether it's India-Pakistan, | think that's a different issue. That can happen whenever it
happens and whatever the powers are, they will decide.

g 96 HRA-TFEATT &1 2T o1 g1, B ATl & foh T§ Teh 37eT9T Hegl & | T o1 o gram 3 s
st ot a T, 397 & g

Page33

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

9]

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Once Test cricket is sold as a quality product — the India-England series was a great
advocate for that — then you will also get revenue from it. And then you can create a Test
fund.

ST &¥e e &1 T Ul 391G & &9 H 997 S0 — HRA-596ds HS SHHT AeTeR
3e1e0T 2 — a9 39! sHY Aerea ot A 3R R 319 Ueh 3 %8 §o7T Thd ¢ |

A major chunk of it would go into organising Test series for teams in the second tier. One of
the major reasons why many Test-playing nations don’t play many Test matches is the
commercial aspect.

SHHT Teh 3T AT quY T 1 EAT & faw e AT 3mTSa oeet A S| 9@ SrRol 7
b T o g TFC Welel dTel 42T STET ST e Weld, I ¢ MO foaeh T8

A series with five T20s is more commercially viable than one with three Test matches. If the
ICC comes up with a Test fund, that could help.

qrer T20 arelt @St dier ave #=t arey T @ 310 TRy g1t &1 Ife st v v o3
AT 3T, Y TE ACEINT &Y el &

Calendar and Prioritisation

Fai=x 31T yrafAwar fruRor

JP: Your calendar dictates what you can and cannot do. There is a finite number of days
within which you need to drive this game forward.

JP: 3TTURT ShelsT dF AT & [oh 3T FIT X vl & IR FJT 16T | Tl I 3T Flt & forw faar

Y gear AT B

It's funny that today, when you think about the calendar, you think about the IPL first and
then look at what is left.

Ig HAolgR ¢ 3 37MeT 319 Foist & R & Q=T S1aT 8, O G99 Ut IENwer a7 & 37ar & 3R
Y ST Srar & o = s=m B

The ICC will have to identify what the two most important formats are, out of the three
formats.

ITSH &1 T AT @191 o fleT Tl 3 § &Y Fa® AgeaqOr I it 4 B |

ODI cricket needs to be looked at. The amount of inane bilateral ODIs today is not good for
the game, the broadcaster, or the consumer.

ga1s foFdhe W &A1 S & 3Tl B | 37TST & WIdd 4ausly aa1s 7 Wl & fov 3= §,
THRE & folt AR o7 Iusieransit & fav|

Prioritise T20 cricket and Test cricket as the two main focus areas. The ICC has to have a
tricky conversation with stakeholders ahead of the 2027 cycle.

T20 frhe 3R exe fvhe T &g IrufAehdr T =i IT$HHY S 2027 ¥ & ggol BauRet
& AT HfseT aradid a1t graf|

Suggestions for Next WTC (2027-2031)
3rarelt seeg It (2027-2031) & faw germa

In July, the ICC formed a working group headed by Roger Twose to look into the next
WTC.

TS 3, ITEAHT 7 307N Seeg el IR IR aXet & forw W gt &t sregetdr 7 v &1
HHE T

DD: First, figure out a window for Test cricket. For that, control the spread of franchise
cricket. Many 29-year-old cricketers are retiring early due to franchise pull.

DD: T Tgdl, ¢¥e fhdhe & v vs 8) 9o Y| sa v Shamgsr frde & thoma &t fAafa
Y| FE 29 T FFhe haTgst & HRUT STed) Teard o | &
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The two-tier system makes sense if such windows are created.

e VY fdEt 1S ST AT Y- JoTTelt THsT & 31T &1

JP: The ICC is the custodian of the game and must have a long-term view. In the next 5-7
years, build 12 strong Test nations.

JP: TSI Wt 7 WXaTF © 3R 30 drdemifaT gfeaior e @nfRv] 3Tt 5-7 awi 7 12
HSAGT SFE TSE IR el gl |

One way is to create a league for tier two teams. After a level, 2—3 teams can be switched
with tier one teams. This gives fans something to look forward to.

T Il I8 & foh AT 2 AFY & v ofer 9415 10| veh TR & 16 2-3 AT & feaw 1 At @
oIl ST ThdT & | STT 2Tl T 3caTg A

DD: That is a great idea. Five teams in tier two can play each other over 1.5—-2 months.

DD: Ig U AR faar &1 AT 2 Y aier &9 3199 # 33 @ &Y 7 d Wl ol

Ideal approach for the BCCI, ECB, and Cricket Australia
defreams, $eeh, 3ilx frdre siteeforar & fare et gfemtor

Can you suggest the ideal approach for the BCCI (Board of Control for Cricket in India),
the ECB (England and Wales Cricket Board), and Cricket Australia — the three top
boards that control the Test calendar and revenue — to make the two-tier Test system work?

1 3 ST (IR fRde =T 1), $Hie (9els ikt dew fhde 1) 31k e
e farT — S e ez 3R Torea F AT et arel oY 7 91 § — & v gr-valy
CEC JUTTRT hY HTHLTS Fellet 1 3HTGLT §fSehIOT ST Hehl 872

JP: There isn’t a more opportune time than this: the head of the ICC is the former head of the
BCCI. A lot of changes can be made because there is the muscle to do it. When | say
muscle, | mean it in a good way, in a way where you want to promote the game, where you
want to add commercial longevity to the game.

Y T e FAY R HIS e &1 Fhell: HFHH b1 97, NAATE F7 I 7Y &1 g
AR SeeTd o S Tehd § Fifeh gaeh fore waied afdd 1 s # Aferd shg g, ol a7 #cfels
37158 IS A ¢, 39 g @ Sfg1 3T Ul T qG1dT ST A6l o, IR Wl H aroifsge Qreryg sisar
qMEd &

Let us not underestimate the power of the consumer. The consumer must feel enthused that
Test cricket is well looked after; that there is the dopamine fix with the T20 format, but there

is also a fantastic Test cricket calendar year on year, which is going to evolve into
strengthening the tier two teams.

§H SUHYFAT T ATF T e TGI TTehel] AT | STHIFAT Y T HEHH BleTT TG T foh CEC fohehe
I 3THT e T TAT TW@T ST 38T §; TP €120 UTRT & STHATS 3ATolT [Feldl &, olfched AT &7 &%
HTT Teh ATAGN ¢FC fohehe SholsT 81 §, ST g T b1 ETAT &0l AT diat T feerm & faenfad
gram|

| also feel the ICC will miss an opportunity if they don’t form an advisory committee of some of
the top players who have been big proponents of Test cricket or champions in Test cricket.
No disrespect to Roger Twose, but players such as Sachin Tendulkar, Alastair Cook, and
Ricky Ponting need to be part of the decision-making process.

A g 8l 9T & T I sl 3o ofid a3t & v Homgrr afAfa et aarch 8, St
¥ forahe & 93 TR A7 AT 1@ §, A I8 Teh T <qeh STV | Ao Zalel T ITHT g1
g, difheT AT dgara, TaTel Fa AR Ry aifder s f@enfsat &1 oot o= dr wfskar s

e g TR

DD: | am glad that we are talking and everyone is talking about this. We have seen the time
when nobody was really bothered about Test cricket. Once we accept the fact that there are
challenges, and we need to do something, | am sure there will be solutions.
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S1E1: 7T Gel B o 67 58 TR a1 Y T8 & 3R G hIs 50 T a1 X T6T &1 §He 96 FAT QT &
SIS AT H IS CTC Tohohe I IRATE 16T T AT| Teh IR STd §H 5 2T Pl TAIHR X ol &
T goiifera €, 3R &8 5o #3ar §, o 73 I § o gaAena facha|

JP: Let me talk about the consumer again. Let us not forget that the consumer is also often
an aspiring cricketer. If teenagers don’'t want to play red-ball cricket, they want to play white-
ball cricket. You need to be able to touch them in some way, you need to be able to inspire

them with the fact that Test cricket is being given priority that is similar to what is given to T20
cricket.

ST FY ITHNFAT & TR H BT & ST el & | TE A T Toh ST 3R Ueh SEITATA
frret o gYar &1 Ife e oret 31 fheshe WoreTT A8 A8, af 3 e 31 fohahe Welal IT8d &1
37T 3¢ fhdY aRE & THTTIT FHTAT 819, 3T 3¢ 5T a2 T IRT FHT1 8191 fF e fhhe
T TEY ITATHFAT &Y ST TEY & A 20 fohehe Y & ST 81

If you fix cricket from an organisational perspective, but if your new players don’t want to play
Test cricket, then you have a problem again. You need to launch Test cricket as a product.
The objective could be that by 2036, we have 14 really strong Test nations.

e 3T fehehe T TITSHTCHe Gieeehior & Sieh 8T &Y o, elfehet Al 3Tk AT WSt 2Fe fohehe
Yol 18T aTgd, ar fh & THET g13fT| 31Taeht eTe fohohe I Ueh WISFE & & H Il il gIaT |
3227 Ig &1 Wehall ¢ Toh 2036 Teh AR U 14 AIEAd H Holgd e I 8|

Any parting thoughts?

41 15 faers faar?

DD: For us, Test cricket is the most favoured format. Since everyone is talking about
improving it, things will fall into place.

SIS §AN AT ¢Fe Tohehe HaA GHSTET YT & | Hith &Y IS 58 URA & aR H I1cl X TET &,
TSl Her STeTg 9X 3T Sraef|

JP: There needs to be a long-term view. The BCCI needs to shepherd this entire
conversation. It does not need to be a dictator, but it needs to shepherd this entire

conversation. Without a definitive point of view from the BCCI, we’ll be having the same chat
two years down the road.

A veh Qrefepiferens gfRehior gler anfev| dHEams &t 58 ¥ ST &1 Aded FaT A1iRT| 38
T ATATRITE @1t T 3TTRTHAT o181 ©, Afehel 38 3 TN ST T ARG AT AT
AHAHams & v ARTT g & o, g1 ar arer a1 i Ty =t e 1@ il
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GENEVA
Israel’s ongoing offensive in Gaza
is ‘intolerable’, says Red Cross

T OO &

Israel’s offensive in the Gaza Strip, aimed at conquering Gaza City is
“intolerable”, the Red Cross said on Thursday. “The intensification
of hostilities in Gaza means more killing, more displacement, more
destruction and more panic,” Christian Cardon, chief spokesman for
the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) said. AFp

Israel’s ongoing offensive in Gaza is ‘intolerable’, says Red
Cross

ITSTT & SoRISe &1 SART §HAT ‘NHENT &, I8 F1 of gl

Israel’s offensive in the Gaza Strip, aimed at conquering Gaza City is
“intolerable”, the Red Cross said on Thursday.

AT 98 A AT ALY TR Foall LA F 3G8T F FoNIF T gAT “IHAGAIT” §, T
I3 I A TFAR Y Tl

e “The intensification of hostilities in Gaza means more killing, more displacement, more
destruction and more panic,” Christian Cardon, chief spokesman for the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) said.

“FTAT 3 T T ATl hT FcTorl § 3TeIeh g, 31fereh fawurdst, 3iferen faarer 3iR 31
RN, THT SSIAAA FAL AT & 13 FI (FTEWNIRH) & F&F vaeram FrfRaaer F1sfer =1 el

Red Cross
e The Red Cross is an international humanitarian organization that provides
emergency assistance, disaster relief, and health services across the world.
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e It works under the guiding principles of neutrality, impartiality, independence,
humanity, voluntary service, universality, and unity.

Origin and History

e Founded by Henry Dunant, a Swiss businessman, after withessing the Battle of
Solferino (1859) in Italy, where thousands of wounded soldiers were left
unattended.

o His book "A Memory of Solferino” (1862) inspired the formation of a humanitarian
movement.

e In 1863, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) was established
in Geneva, Switzerland.

o The First Geneva Convention (1864) laid the legal foundation of the Red Cross
by ensuring protection and care for wounded soldiers, irrespective of their side.

Structure of Red Cross
1. International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
o Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland.
o Works mainly in conflict zones and ensures application of the Geneva
Conventions.
o Provides aid to prisoners of war, civilians in conflict, and war-affected
areas.
2. International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC)
o Established in 1919.
o Coordinates relief work during natural disasters, health emergencies,
and epidemics.
3. National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies
o Presentin 191 countries (as of 2025).
o Act locally in humanitarian services like blood donation, first aid, disaster
management.
o Example: Indian Red Cross Society (IRCS), founded in 1920,
headquartered in New Delhi.

Functions of Red Cross

o Disaster Response: Relief and rehabilitation during earthquakes, floods, famines,
pandemics.

¢ War and Conflict Aid: Medical care to wounded soldiers and civilians.

o Health Services: Blood donation drives, vaccination campaigns, maternal and
child care.

o Refugee Assistance: Food, shelter, and medical care to displaced people.

o Promotion of International Humanitarian Law (IHL): Training armies and
civilians about Geneva Conventions.

o Community Services: First aid training, sanitation, water supply, and health
education.
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BERLIN

Ukrainian man arrested in Italy
over Nord Stream pipeline attacks

N GSiiEurope T REUTERS

A Ukrainian man suspected to be one of the coordinators of the
undersea explosions in 2022 that damaged the Nord Stream gas
pipelines between Russia and Germany has been arrested in Italy,
German prosecutors have said. The suspect was identified as Serhii
K. in line with German privacy rules, federal prosecutors said. Ap

Ukrainian man arrested in Italy over Nord Stream pipeline
attacks

TS T UISTTST gHAT & A H SToll 7 ghel! cATa
RFaR

A Ukrainian man suspected to be one of the coordinators of the undersea
explosions in 2022 that damaged the Nord Stream gas pipelines between
Russia and Germany has been arrested in Italy, German prosecutors have
said.

SIH AfFASTR A FeT [ F 2022 F T 3R FAA F iw Rya a1 T A7 argyazal
T HAT T a1l T & AT §C TR & Foeaadhl A § 0 g $ TE A &
et g e Y et 7 FRwaR frar )

o The suspect was identified as Serhii K. in line with German privacy rules, federal
prosecutors said.

T 31T o Tt o Wigeer T qgaret e aMueiiaar st & eTaR wdt &. F T F H
TS E
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Details of the Pipelines

1. Nord Stream 1

e Operational since: 2011-2012.
e Route: Vyborg (Russia) — Greifswald (Germany).
o Length: About 1,224 km.

Nord Stream Pipeline

e The Nord Stream is a system of offshore natural gas pipelines running from
Russia to Europe across the Baltic Sea.
e It directly connects Russia with Germany, bypassing traditional transit countries
like Ukraine and Poland.
e Itis one of the world’s longest subsea pipelines, carrying Russian gas to meet
Europe’s energy demands.

China, Pakistan Foreign Ministers agree to
launch new economic corridor projects

e mm e s mm———————m————

GS I India's Neighbours !

Associated Press
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan and  China
pledged to expand eco-
nomic cooperation and in-
vestment under the China-
Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC), a flagship
programme of China’s Belt
and Road Initiative, offi-
cials said.

Chinese Foreign Minis-
ter Wang Yi met with his
Pakistani counterpart, Ish-
aq Dar, at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in Islama-
bad on Thursday. The two
sides agreed to launch new
projects through the CPCC,

a Pakistani government
statement said. The coun-
tries did not share details
of the proposed projects
immediately .

The Belt and Road Initia-
tive has built power plants,
roads, railroads and ports
around the world and dee-
pened China’s relations
with Africa, Asia, Latin
America and West Asia. It
is a major part of Chinese
President Xi Jinping’s push
for China to play a larger
role in global affairs.

Beijing has invested bil-
lions of dollars in Pakistan
through CPEC, to connect
China’s western Xinjiang

Wang Yi urged
Pakistan to ensure
the safety of Chinese
workers and

engineers

region with the Arabian
Sea port of Gwadar in
southwest Pakistan, where
some Chinese have been
attacked by insurgents.

The Foreign Ministers
vowed to deepen collabo-
ration in science, technolo-
gy, industry and
agriculture.

Mr. Wang urged Pakis-
tan to ensure the safety of

Chinese workers and engi-
neers, who have come un-
der attack by separatists in
Balochistan province and
elsewhere in recent years.
Pakistan already has in-
creased security for Chi-
nese working on CPEC-re-
lated projects.

China has long been one
of Pakistan’s key ally and fi-
nancial backer, especially
as Islamabad struggles
with a prolonged econom-
ic crisis.

The meeting came a day
after Mr. Wang and Mr. Dar
travelled to Kabul for a tri-
lateral dialogue with Af-
ghanistan’s Taliban rulers.
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China, Pakistan Foreign Ministers agree to launch new
economic corridor projects

A1, nifheara & fager ARt o av snfde afearr aRatseme
Y FA W HEATT STATg

Pakistan and China pledged to expand economic cooperation and investment
under the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), a flagship programme of
China’s Belt and Road Initiative, officials said.

Rt F wg1 F niereant six e o Da-afdean snfds afearr (CPEC), st
et Y do¢ U3 U3 sfARiefed i va yog@ Ao 8, & dea i weaer 3K e
I fATaR o 1 TFheq AT

e Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi met with his Pakistani counterpart, Ishaq Dar, at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Islamabad on Thursday. The two sides agreed to launch new
projects through the CPEC, a Pakistani government statement said. The countries did not
share details of the proposed projects immediately.

et farder 71 T At & TR Y gEaTATaTE F RRer FATET F 30 aifREardt gaEeT s
SR § FSTHI T | TTfheclel FIHR & SATT H &gl I [ alel q&it of CPEC & ATEAH § T8
URAISTATY & Flel I HGAT STATS | T TRATSTATHT T Faraxor it =¥ it AT w761 foha|

o The Belt and Road Initiative has built power plants, roads, railroads and ports around the
world and deepened China’s relations with Africa, Asia, Latin America and West Asia. It is
a major part of Chinese President Xi Jinping’s push for China to play a larger role in global
affairs.

dec U3 U3 sfaflrefea o gforar s A fsrel W=, w3, Yowmt 3R deweme o0 § 3R e &
Haell ot 3rRYeT, TR, dfesr AR ity afvesr vfdram & arer atgwr forar &1 g == aseufa o
forarfiar 1 =ier bt AfRaen ATevet A S affAhT [T T Tgel T U gH@ ReaT gl

e Beijing has invested billions of dollars in Pakistan through CPEC, to connect China’s
western Xinjiang region with the Arabian Sea port of Gwadar in southwest Pakistan,
where some Chinese have been attacked by insurgents.

ST F CPEC & ATEIH ¥ qIfhEdie & 3RsT STl ol faer forar &, arfer =ier & gfas
RrafSraier & &1 SfEIoT aRes TIfehedTe & IRT VPR ¥ TaIe dee & SST ST Fh, 5761 To
T A9 W et o gHer o &

o The Foreign Ministers vowed to deepen collaboration in science, technology, industry
and agriculture.

fader #f3Y & Rmer, diq ey, et ik FT 7 wgaier #1160 F F G fo|

e Mr. Wang urged Pakistan to ensure the safety of Chinese workers and engineers, who
have come under attack by separatists in Balochistan province and elsewhere in recent
years. Pakistan already has increased security for Chinese working on CPEC-related
projects.

it aer o wifrEarer @ 3marg fnar i ag el sfaet st SRt & gram glafRaa w, o=
W gTeT & St A Fe[faFaret Tid 3R 317 STT61 W IeRaaniedt o gHel fhar g1 qrfehedlel Tgol
& CPEC @ HaiftieT IRAISTATT OX h1e &det alel el ATITIRehT hT &T JaT Tl &

e China has long been one of Pakistan’s key ally and financial backer, especially as
Islamabad struggles with a prolonged economic crisis.

et ol FHY § wifdhedrer 1 vHw wgarh 3K Rl aads w1 8, arae a9 o9 e
% o ITAF HFHe { I @8
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e The meeting came a day after Mr. Wang and Mr. Dar travelled to Kabul for a trilateral
dialogue with Afghanistan’s Taliban rulers.

Ig doch 34 foreT & a1e; g% ST it a1 iR A SR Frger Y AT A o Aok IrpenfAee &
anfeare et & a1y Buehy dare fmar s e

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper III: Polity, Governance,And
International Relations)

1. Simplified two-rate GST structure gets GoM’s nod,
awaits Council’s approval

AP G1-8T GST TG B GoM B! Hefdl, uRug &
TIHid BT AR
2. Panchayat sets example with cancer-control model

TaTd A SR -AETr aisd O IS8 uw faar

3. The ugly side of India’s unregulated ‘cosmetology
clinics’
YRd ¥ faa1 fFraw= ara erRAetaren Ftf=ray o1
da¥rxd &l

4. India business activity fastest in at least two
decades: PMI

YR BT AUR TfAfAfY 87 J $H &l 37! & Jad a9

RILGEIH)

5. As RS passes real money gaming ban bill, companies
at crossroads

o g ISIE YT A IRdfde ¥+ A yfady fadae
uifd fopar, suf-rai IR )
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Simplified two-rate GST
structure gets GoM’s nod,
awalts Coun(:ll s approval

__________________________

NEW DELHI

The Group of Ministers
(GoM) on Rate Rationalisa-
tion, formed by the Goods
and Services Tax (GST)
Council, has decided to ac-
cept the Centre’s two-rate
structure proposal for GST
and will be recommending
this to the GST Council, the
GoM chairperson and Bi-
har Deputy Chief Minister
Samrat Choudhary said on
Thursday.

This is the first of two
steps the proposals must
pass before implementa-
tion. The second step
would be for the GST
Council to accept the
changes. “It was the
Centre’s proposal to end
two slabs of GST, the 12%
and 28% slabs,” Mr. Choud-
hary told reporters. “We
have recommended it, and
now the GST Council will
decide on this.”

The Centre has not an-
nounced the date of the
next GST Council meeting,
although it is expected to
take place in early
September.

Talking to The Hindu,
Kerala Finance Minister
K.N. Balagopal, a member
of the GoM, said the propo-
sal from the Union govern-
ment was not discussed in
detail by the GoM. “The
discussion should happen
within the GST Council,
and the Council will take a
final decision. The GoM
has forwarded the propo-
sal of the Centre with some
observations that it should
discuss the possibility of
loss in revenue for the

Effective rate

After the rationalisation, the weighted average GST rate (effective
rate) is expected to decline from the notional rate of 14.4% in
May 2017 to 9.5% in FY26-27", according to the SBI Research

way 2017 TR

Nov. 2017 [T
Jan. 2018
July 2018
Dec. 2018 11.6%
sept. 2019 [ NEECEY
r2e-27 T

* based on 5B estimates

States too. We have sug-

gested that there should be

a mechanism to compen-
sate the States,” Mr. Balago-
pal said.

In his Independence
Day speech, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi an-
nounced that the “next-

generation GST reforms”

would be a “Deepavali gift”
from the Centre.

The proposal involves
retaining just the 5% and
18% slabs in the current
GST structure and doing
away with the 12% and 28%
slabs. This would entail
99% of the items in the 12%
slab moving to 5%, and
90% of the items in the

28% slab moving to 18%.

The remaining items in
the 28% slab would be
moved to a higher 40%
slab. However, the com-
pensation cess currently

being levied on the items

in the 28% slab would no
longer apply.

Relief for households
“The proposed shift of
most items promises tangi-

ble relief for households
and MSMEs, while aligning
with the government’s
broader agenda of growth
and financial inclusion,”
said Manoj Mishra, Partner
and Tax Controversy Man-
agement Leader at Grant
Thornton Bharat.
However, he added that
there needs to be “careful
calibration” to preserve re-
venue neutrality and avoid
inflationary pressures.
According to Saurabh
Agarwal, Tax Partner at EY
India, the Centre’s propo-
sals are an acknowledge-
ment of the importance of
consumption to the Indian
economy. “This is a clear
signal of confidence in In-
dia’s domestic consumer
base as the primary engine
of growth, especially amid
global trade uncertainties,”
he said. “By easing costs
for households and en-
hancing affordability, this
framework is poised to
strengthen our consump-
tion-driven economy.”
(With inputs from
Jigeesh A.M.)

Simplified two-rate GST
structure gets GoM’s nod,
awaits Council’s approval

Reipd ql-a¥ GST

TXTAT DI GoM DY T,
uftue @t wiefd 1
EGKLES

The Group of Ministers (GoM) on
Rate Rationalisation, formed by the
Goods and Services Tax (GST)
Council, has decided to accept the
Centre’s two-rate structure proposal
for GST and will be recommending
this to the GST Council, the GoM
chairperson and Bihar Deputy Chief
Minister Samrat Choudhary said on
Thursday.

R AHETAHR IR WD BT g
(GoM), foTd a%g TE 9T B (GST)
uivug gRT fSd fomar war o1, A $%
¥ G- AT IRATd B R
P31 o1 iy ferar § siiv 5@
SHTadl ufiug o SR S,
TMeH & e 3R fgR &
SUGETHAT gyTe TieRt A AR &t
bl

. This is the first of two steps the
proposals must pass before implementation. The
second step would be for the GST Council to
accept the changes. “It was the Centre’s proposal
to end two slabs of GST, the 12% and 28%
slabs,” Mr. Choudhary told reporters. “We have
recommended it, and now the GST Council will
decide on this.”

PTG ¥ Ugd UdTdl ) UTid B & forg
Tg <1 TR H ¥ Ugdl & | gORT IR0 Tg BN %

SHead uitug uRadH &f WeR B | <Tg $g BT YT UT fb SHTHCT Bl &l Wi, 12% 3R 28%
TS B! AT fhar o, &t et S TApRI A BTl “BH 39D RIBIRT P g 3R 39 39 W
Aot Sieadt ufee st

e The Centre has not announced the date of the next GST Council meeting, although it is expected to
take place in early September.

Fg 7 3nTch Shewd uRue &1 93 &) diE &) 9w =) &1 2, gTdife s9b Ridax @
3T H 8 31 IS 7

e Talking to The Hindu, Kerala Finance Minister K.N. Balagopal, a member of the GoM, said the
proposal from the Union government was not discussed in detail by the GoM. “The discussion should
happen within the GST Council, and the Council will take a final decision. The GoM has forwarded the
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proposal of the Centre with some observations that it should discuss the possibility of loss in revenue
for the States too. We have suggested that there should be a mechanism to compensate the States,” Mr.
Balagopal said.

g g ¥ 910 od §U, UH & 9o iR &ed & o Wit . . IreniuTe - $e fb g WaR
F AT R 7MY gRT faR & == 781 &1 13 2| =i Ssieact uikvg & Hiar g1+ = ik
uRwe sifaw ok a1 Mo 3 $5 & URdTa &) oo fewfirt & Wy spiftd oo § fs saw wrsal
& forg o 1A Y e W 2t ==l S =nfeu gan g foan B b wreat Y aRuig & g
T a3 g1 AT, ot STeiuTe A HeTl

e In his Independence Day speech, Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced that the “next-
generation GST reforms” would be a “Deepavali gift” from the Centre.

U TqaAdT fGad & U1 &, G-t FRg Aidt A 9von &1 {6 «sret Uil & shuac! guR”
H% B 3R A T “glareit T AGHT S|

GST Proposal Details and Impact

SHewd ywarg & faawor 3 gHg

e The proposal involves retaining just the 5% and 18% slabs in the current GST structure and doing
away with the 12% and 28% slabs. This would entail 99% of the items in the 12% slab moving to
5%, and 90% of the items in the 28% slab moving to 18%. The remaining items in the 28% slab
would be moved to a higher 40% slab. However, the compensation cess currently being levied on the
items in the 28% slab would no longer apply.

TRTa B HIS[aT SHUET TRET & Had 5% 3R 18% WIS I §HIE W 3R 12% 3R 28% WS B
T FH=A BT UIGYH 8 | ST 12% WIS BT 99% TE 5% H Tt STt 3R 28% Td BT 90%
TEIU 18% T Tl S| 28% Wd B [ TS BT FAR 40% TS B o ST ST | BTedifes,
28% TS DI a3 TR adAH o T S e effergfef Suwv oie ar] et gnm

¢ Relief for households
fkarRy & forg rga

e  “The proposed shift of most items promises tangible relief for households and MSMEs, while aligning
with the government’s broader agenda of growth and financial inclusion,” said Manoj Mishra, Partner
and Tax Controversy Management Leader at Grant Thornton Bharat.
3Rt aXg 3l & URATfad Igard ¥ uRaRY 3R THEHEHS &1 319 ed e &1 arel faar mar
2, i U8 WHR & AU I 3R faxii GHIITH Toie & 3ReU 8, 41 el § Uie
YiesT HRA & UIER 3R ¢ fdarg yeie oftex 7t iy &1

e However, he added that there needs to be “careful calibration” to preserve revenue neutrality and
avoid inflationary pressures.
BTdifp, I SISl s eI dewuaT -TE I8 3R X1 & ga1d ¥ §9 & fog

“HIaYTIYdes JHTAISH” BT ATTIHT § |

e According to Saurabh Agarwal, Tax Partner at EY India, the Centre’s proposals are an
acknowledgement of the importance of consumption to the Indian economy. “This is a clear signal of
confidence in India’s domestic consumer base as the primary engine of growth, especially amid global
trade uncertainties,” he said. “By easing costs for households and enhancing affordability, this
framework is p01sed to strengthen our consumption-driven economy.’

3418 33T & o UTETR WRY SIaTd & IR, H% & UdTd HRA srfaawi1 # @ud &
g B! WIHH § | IBi- Hel, “Tg HRd & TR SUHITT YR H Iy &1 W Yhd &, SN
I 1 UTUfties $9 §, Wa df¥e SmuR SifAfEdarstt & S| <uRar} &t anTd & b
3R IE-I1Tdl 9¢THR, T8 Gl FHRY WUd- TR a1 &1 Aoigd HR & o duR g1
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A community-based can-
cer-control initiative which
focused on sustained
awareness campaigns, cul-
turally sensitive communi-
cation and formation of a
women volunteers’ squad
to help patients navigate
the rigmarole of cancer
treatment has evolved as a
successful model for en-
couraging more women to-
wards screening and early
detection of breast cancer.

The “Kannapuram mo-
del”, named after the Kan-
napuram grama panchayat
in Kannur district, where
the community-based in-
itiative was tested out, is a
success story writ by the
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Grim reality: Breast cancerin
women has increased 300-fold
in Kerala in the last 25 years.

grama panchayat in asso-
ciation with the Malabar
Cancer Centre (MCC).

The successful experi-
ment has now found a
place in the latest issue of
WHO South-East Asia Jour-
nal of Public Health.

Following  sustained,

planned community-level
cancer awareness activi-
ties, 96% of the women
above 30 years in the pan-
chayat underwent breast
cancer screening. Of the
6.2% referred for follow-
up, 66.5% underwent
further investigations.
Breast cancer detection
rate was 0.96 per 1,000, all
in the early stages, who
have all been treated and
are now cancer-free.

Lack of awareness

In women, the breast can-
cer incidence has gone up
300-fold in Kerala in the
last 25 years and accounts
for 34% of all cancers in
women. It is a sad reality
that two-thirds of breast
cancer cases are reported

at Stages 3 and 4.

Lack of awareness or
misconceptions about risk
factors and symptoms,
fear of cancer diagnosis,
social stigma, fear of catas-
trophic health expenditure
are some of the reasons
that affect women’s partici-
pation in early screening
programmes, making late-
stage presentations and
high mortality, the face of
breast cancer in Kerala

“Women tend to back
out of follow-up investiga-
tions out of fear. So we
formed a dedicated wo-
men’s squad of Kudumbas-
ree leaders, who kept track
of all these women, fixed
appointments, organised
travel and also accompa-
nied the women to MCC to

ensure that they did not
drop out,” says K. Rethi,
Kannapuram grama pan-
chayat president.

The efficiency of the pa-
tient navigation strategy in
the Kannapuram model
was what perhaps made all
the difference in this com-
munity-led cancer control
initiative. The women
squad of navigators acted
as the bridge between the
health system and com-
munity, motivated women
to attend screening camps
and the much-needed
hand-holding and emo-
tional support to the re-
ferred women, to manage
the complexities of the
healthcare system, under-
go investigations and com-
plete the treatment.

Panchayat sets example with cancer-control model

UATId A HOR-fAaFur aTsd o Serg¥r U fean

A community-based cancer-control initiative which focused on sustained
awareness campaigns, culturally sensitive communication and formation of a
women volunteers’ squad to help patients navigate the rigmarole of cancer
treatment has evolved as a successful model for encouraging more women
towards screening and early detection of breast cancer.

TS SIS -UTRT HHR-Fra=vr ygd, R eiTdR SiReear s,
Wwﬁmwaﬁ?mmﬁ?ﬂaﬁ%mwmﬂm
forar @ifs A HIR SUER F Sfeadisi @ 9 P, Th Ihd AlISd S U H
mﬂgmnﬁmﬁaﬁmhwﬁmeﬁ?ﬁwwaﬂm
wreaTed |

e The “Kannapuram model”, named after the Kannapuram grama panchayat in Kannur
district, where the community-based initiative was tested out, is a success story writ by the
grama panchayat in association with the Malabar Cancer Centre (MCC).

“HATIRY AlSA”, meﬁﬁaﬁwmm%wmww% ERE
e ugd SToreé 7 o, 7 e 3R ATATER $TR HeR (MCC) F TganT I forgdt 18
TH qhaAdl & HEH! g

o The successful experiment has now found a place in the latest issue of WHO South-East
Asia Journal of Public Health.
%ﬂ%‘qmmﬁmwm AI3Y-3¥¢ TRAT Sd TP UfRid g & FaHa 3% & RIF

I

e Following sustained, planned community-level cancer awareness activities, 96% of the
women above 30 years in the panchayat underwent breast cancer screening. Of the 6.2%
referred for follow-up, 66.5% underwent further investigations. Breast cancer detection rate
was 0.96 per 1,000, all in the early stages, who have all been treated and are now cancer-
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PRAR IR Ao Teg SreRie-S8d TR SIReed TRiifa) & s1e tard & 30 a8  afie
3T BT 96% ATGATY T HIR Bt oI I o1 | TTH I 6.2% DI 3 BT S & g DS T,
79 ¥ 66.5% A 3R 9id HT3 | WA HAR BT Tdl T DT &2 0.96 Ufd 1,000 2, T2t Lot
RN B, ST Sars far a1 3R 3 319 HIR-Tad & |

Lack of awareness
SRE&dl B Bt
In women, the breast cancer incidence has gone up 300-fold in Kerala in the last 25 years
and accounts for 34% of all cancers in women. It is a sad reality that two-thirds of breast
cancer cases are reported at Stages 3 and 4.

Higenan # $va § Nod 25 quT H T HIR B} 1T 300 1 6 TS § AR T8 Alganei d
gﬂ-ﬁWWM%%I Ig TG IS ¢ [ W IR & GI-fagTs A ©e 3 3R 4 W KU grd

I

Lack of awareness or misconceptions about risk factors and symptoms, fear of cancer
diagnosis, social stigma, fear of catastrophic health expenditure are some of the reasons that
affect women’s participation in early screening programmes, making late-stage presentations
and high mortality, the face of breast cancer in Kerala.

SREGAl Bt HH! T ARGH HRS! 3R T&oi & IR T yifadt, FIR FHem &1 &, gmifoes
HAid, WG R YR Td T U — T S BRI g off Afeersll &t URMNS i erefepdt
yrferd B Tuifid B3d €, oY SR-TRUT & 77 &7 Ul FeT 3R S Yo &%, bR B T HaR
1 AT &1 T G

“Women tend to back out of follow-up investigations out of fear. So we formed a dedicated
women’s squad of Kudumbasree leaders, who kept track of all these women, fixed
appointments, organised travel and also accompanied the women to MCC to ensure that they
did not drop out,” says K. Rethi, Kannapuram grama panchayat president.

T 5% 3 TRUT ofF 1 11 3 7 e T 2 | ST 571 e e 1 T R
Afgd axd &1 a4 fasan, fSgin 37 afgarstt &1 Reis @, smiscHe a3 oy, a1 31 R Bt
3R T8 GFd B & forw Afganslt & Ty Mcc d T8 6 3 fa H 7318, Padl € &. ¥,
HATYRH UTH U T |
The efficiency of the patient navigation strategy in the Kannapuram model was what
perhaps made all the difference in this community-led cancer control initiative. The women
squad of navigators acted as the bridge between the health system and community,
motivated women to attend screening camps and the much-needed hand-holding and
emotional support to the referred women, to manage the complexities of the healthcare
system, undergo investigations and complete the treatment.

HATRY Uisa § A7 Anfe=i orifa o1 Fradr & wmae 39 Siefis SR 0 uga §
T FET 3R a1 | A a ANTeRie gxd A Wy Yuret 3R T4erd & ofg I &1 & fa,
H%Wﬁaﬁm&rﬁﬁﬁwéﬁ%%@ﬂﬁﬁmﬁ?mmﬁﬁw%ﬁmﬁww
38 ARG YU &1 Sfeadrstt & fues, S HRA 3R gl G 634 H 3aad JgaiT 3R
TGS 9T e foa|
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Cost of beauty

Doctors say that action by the
Central and State governments has
been inadequate

ILLUSTRATION:
SATHEESH VELUNEZHI
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The ugly side of
JIndia’s unregulated
‘cosmetology clinics’

With such clinics mushrooming across the country, doctors stress the need for regulation to safeguard patients;

they say government should ensure that onl

ualified practitioners are performi

rocedures. clinics are

licensed and properly equipped, while misleading claims or exaggerated advertisements are curtailed

The Hindu Bureau

ee

Andhra Pradesh walked into a local skincare
clinic. A homemaker who had long struggled

posing as specialists, and performing skin and
hair-related procedures they are not authorised
to carry out. These range from hair transplants
and chemical peels to injectable treatments like
PRP and Botox, which in many cases have
resulted in serious complications and even
death.

“Dermatology is a medical speciality that
covers diseases and cosmetic concerns related to
the skin, hair and nails. But the term
‘cosmetologist’ is often misused to mislead the
public. Cosmetology is not a medical field, it
involves haircuts, makeup, manicures. It has no
clinical or therapeutic component,” she says.

According to Dr. Rajetha, the surge in
unauthorised dermatology and cosmetology
procedures is being driven by three broad
categories of unqualified practitioners. The first
are dentists, BDS and MDS graduates, who
branch into aesthetics after completing short
online fellowships or weekend certification
courses. “These courses barely scratch the
surface, yet many start offering complex
procedures such as botox, fillers, or hair
transplants,” she says.

aesthetic centres not having tie-ups with
secondary or tertiary healthcare facilities where
patients can be referred to in case of
emergencies.

Action lacking

Doctors say that action by the Central and State
governments has been inadequate: there are
police investigations in some cases, and a few
clinics have had their licences cancelled but this
barely scratches the surface of the problem and
does little to deter unscrupulous practitioners.

The lack of regulatory oversight has created a
fertile ground for malpractice, says Dr. Rajetha.
“There are no dedicated bodies regularly
inspecting these centres, and enforcement is
virtually non-existent,” she adds.

A spokesperson for the Kerala State Council
for Modern Medicine said several clinics are
being run without even basic facilities,
sterilisation or infection control protocols. The
fact that the Kerala Clinical Establishments Act is
still not implemented fully is another issue
which makes it difficult for authorities to keep
track of the clinics and makes accountability a

simple day procedure in two sessions with skin issues, she had persuaded her The second group includes practitioners from | huge casualty.
was all it was meant to be, when in Vulnerable husband to spend ¥3.5 lakh on a package of AYUSH systems who are not legally permitted to Some State medical councils and professional
A February, 49-year-old Kochi-native, patients, aesthetic treatments. The clinic, marketed on practise modern medicine but still administer medical bodies including IADVL however, have
Sameer (name changed) approached especially social media, promised visible results using allopathic dermatological treatments, often now begun to take action, but their scope is
a “derma clinic” in the city for a hair transplant women, are ‘advanced’ PRP (platelet-rich plasma) facials and | without oversight. limited.
to restore his receding hairline. bei ” derma procedures. The third category are completely unqualified The IADVL, Karnataka with 1,525 members,
Two days after his procedure, he went back ng But something felt off from the start: no individuals, some with no medical background has submitted a memorandum to the Karnataka
to the clinic, in panic, in excruciating pain, with | Preyed blood was ever drawn for her so-called PRP whatsoever. A fourth, less-discussed group Medical Council urging it to release a public
pus oozing out from his scalp. The clinic assured | upon by sessions. She was also given unlabelled creams includes MBBS or other speciality doctors (like notice cautioning the public about quackery in
him that this was normal and put him on unqualified to apply daily. Within weeks, her skin looked ophthalmologists) offering dermatological dermatology and cosmetology.
steroids and painkillers. But things were going individuals better, but only briefly. As soon as she stopped services despite not being trained in the field. Mustageem Farooqui, consultant
horribly wrong. offering using the creams, she experienced severe “This is a systemic issue that is putting dermatologist and hair transplant surgeon,
Doctors at a major hospital where he was rocedures withdrawal symptoms, redness, burning, thousands of unsuspecting patients at risk every | Techno India DAMA Hospital, Kolkata said that
rushed to were horrified to see his putrefying ]‘Jv_ N scaling, and intense discomfort. day,” Dr. Rajetha warns. IADVL has begun an initiative where, if doctors
scalp. Necrotising fasciitis is a serious and w llhf)m ‘When she eventually sought help froma Most quackery in India stems from aesthetic found suspicious skin and hair treatment
life-threatening bacterial infection where me.dl.cal qualified dermatologist in Hyderabad, she was dermatology, says Avinash Pravin, dermatologist | prescriptions, they could put them on their
‘bacteria rapidly feed on human tissue. training diagnosed with topical steroid withdrawal, a and member of the National IADVL group in order to verify them, and this helps
Innumerable skin grafts and reconstructive RAJETHA painful, medically complex condition. The Anti-Quackery Committee. “Only those with weed out quacks.
DAMISETTY

surgeries later, parts of his skull remain exposed
and his treatment is continuing.

Sameer’s finances are decimated, he
continues to remain in pain, the mental trauma
of what he went through haunts him, but he
knows he is lucky to be alive today. Sameer’s is
not a unique story. Aesthetic, derma/skin and
cosmetology clinics have mushroomed across
the country, offering services ranging from hair
transplants to skin lightening, from chemical
peels and botox to anti-ageing therapies.

With the wellness sector booming in India —
the market was worth USD 2.5 billion in 2024
and is projected to boom to USD 4 billion by
2033 as per market research company IMARC
Group — experts are now calling for urgent
regulation of the sector to safeguard patients.

Scope of problem

Wellness is now a big business. Investing in
one’s appearance is becoming increasingly
common and further fuelled by social media
and appearance-related pressures. This is
exacerbated by the widespread mistaken
perception that cosmetic procedures are easy
and safe.

The problem with these ‘clinics’ is
two-pronged: they are run by practitioners who
are not qualified to perform partic
procedures, and they are unlicensed or
unregistered and lacking tie-ups with
full-fledged medical centres.

Recently, a 50-year-old in Bhimavaram,

dermatologist

creams had triggered dependency and
long-term skin barrier damage. She had to be
put on a carefully monitored six-week weaning
protocol under medical supervision.

“Vulnerable patients, especially women, are
being preyed upon by unqualified individuals
offering dermatological procedures without
medical training, without ethics, and without
consequences,” says Rajetha Damisetty, a senior
dermatologist based in Hyderabad and national
chairperson of the Indian Association of
Dermatologists, Venereologists and Leprologists
(IADVL) Committee on Anti-Quackery, Legal
and Ethics.

Low awareness

Low awareness among patients, and a
burgeoning demand for services contribute to
the problem. This is compounded by the rise of
social media marketing and online platforms,
allowing unscrupulous advertising by clinics to
reach vast audiences. says Girish M. S., senior
specialist and head, department of dermatology
at the government-run ESIC Medical College and
Model Hospital, Bengaluru.

In Kolkata for instance, advertisements of
such clinics dot every wall and lamp post across
the city offering: ‘Gain back hair in 7 days’ or
“Skin whitening and tightening in 10 days’ witha
nameless phone number given below.

Quackery in dermatology, according to Dr.
Rajetha, involves individuals without the
required medical qualifications or registrations

recognised qualifications can claim expertise,
but this is poorly enforced,” he adds. Today in
Kerala, doctors say, qualified and certified
plastic surgeons are outnumbered by
ists” whose qualifications remain

suspect.

Additionally, several short-term ‘courses’ are
offered by fake institutions where certificates are
available at ¥ lakh to ¥ 2 lakh. Quacks then
perform the procedures at exorbitant costs,
sometimes ten times more than what qualified
dermatologists charge, says Manjunath
Hulimani, president, IADVL, Karnataka.

Lack of enforcement

All clinics performing cosmetic procedures are
supposed to follow the National Medical
Commission’s (NMC) Guideline on Aesthetic
Surgery and Hair Transplant Procedures, which
emphasises that only registered medical
practitioners with adequate training may
perform cosmetic surgeries.

“The main problem is that the lines are
blurred now. The NMC and the Dental Council
are also at odds over the issue. Most of these can
be performed as simple day surgeries, which
makes this a lucrative and “safe” business that
everyone wants a share of,” said M.S Jayasekhar,
a plastic surgeon based in Thiruvananthapuram.

Another issue is clinics performing
procedures that they are not licensed for,
displaying the names of qualified doctors who
may not be present at the clinic, as well as many

“But quacks are also becoming smarter and
do not use their own names in the prescriptions
now, so they are becoming harder to catch,” he

says.

y’ls‘he Telangana Medical Council (TGMC) has
been carrying out inspections across the State to
identify and shut down clinics run by
unqualified individuals. Clinics found guilty of
gross negligence or deception may face charges
under Sections 34 and 54 of the NMC Act, which
specifically address impersonation of medical
practitioners and unlawful practice, says G.
Srinivas, vice-chairperson, TGMC.

Regulation is the need of the hour to
safeguard patients, doctors say, to ensure that
no practitioner is offering or performing
procedures they are not qualified to, clinics are
licensed and have facilities in place and that
misleading claims and exaggerated
advertisements are curtailed. To do this, both
the Central and State governments need to
act.“We need stricter regulation through a
dedicated law,” says Dr. Pravin.

Patients in the meantime, must exercise
caution, experts say. In the end, as Dr. Pravin
puts it, “If it sounds too good to be true, it
probably is.”

(Inputs from Siddharth Kumar Singh in
Hyderabad, C. Maya in Thir p
Afshan Yasieen in Bengaluru, Athira Elssa
Johnson in Chennai and Shrabana Chatterjee in
Kolkata, compiled by Zubeda Hamid.
health@thehindu.co.in)

The ugly side of India’s unregulated ‘cosmetology clinics’

YRd ¥ foA1 Fraw= ara e rAatdiet Ry &7 9e33d
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e  With such clinics mushrooming across the country, doctors stress the need for regulation to
safeguard patients
T Felifeg & SRR A doft I Tam & 1Y, Siaex Aol &1 JR&T & o Fgw o1 srawadsdr
WRAR A

e they say government should ensure that only qualified practitioners are performing
procedures
3T HE1 ¢ foh IBR BT I8 AT H1 A1feT fb Haa arg Dfdewmf & ufang &3 |

e clinics are licensed and properly equipped
Tl ATgaY U 3R Tt gufed gl

¢ while misleading claims or exaggerated advertisements are curtailed
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Hair Transplant Compllcatlons and Rise of Unregulated Cosmetology Clinics

W TI@iC Afeaant iR sif~afia sraieiars witfA®! &1 ge-

A simple day procedure in two sessions was all it was meant to be, when in February, 49-
year-old Kochi-native, Sameer (name changed) approached a “derma clinic” in the city for a
hair transplant to restore his receding hairline.

I8 U YR S-MfeR 3 IR 7 811 T, S Beas) H, 49 aufy i e 9wk (@
TS TT) 3U S JTAl B T TgTd B b oY e | U "<l faafe" ugd |

Two days after his procedure, he went back to the clinic, in panic, in excruciating pain, with
pus oozing out from his scalp.

ufshar & ) fa a1g, 98 fFafe H yaRTge 3R 381U &d & Y AIe, 9id 396! Wus!
4qTG (bl 3gT Ul

The clinic assured him that this was normal and put him on steroids and painkillers. But
things were going horribly wrong.

faatIes 3 3 sy e fs g =g § 9IR 3% weRias ok Ui R Sra fean afe
ANCEEACICRGR]

Doctors at a major hospital where he was rushed to were horrified to see his putrefying
scalp. Necrotising fasciitis is a serious and life-threatening bacterial infection where
bacteria rapidly feed on human tissue.

O 98 SruaTe & 3% o ST T, 981 Slaex SH®! S gl WSt caax Hgafid g1 M|
AP TS o BTSSR Te TR 3R SHdar 9o A ThHul § W8T 9o 11T deit T HHd
Sdd B AF IR g

Innumerable skin grafts and reconstructive surgeries later, parts of his skull remain
exposed and his treatment is continuing.

SR f&p IToew SR gAfaior aoifl & a1g oft 37! @it & I G gu & ik S@1
ENIBES R

Sameer’s finances are decimated, he continues to remain in pain, the mental trauma of
what he went through haunts him, but he knows he is lucky to be alive today.
ﬂtﬁ?ﬁﬁ?ﬂu@rﬁrqﬁmms‘rﬁ% I8 AR &< H 8 8, o AIHRIS 3mard
IBI AT 8 I8 3¢ Il &, Afh1 a8 S & 19 TS Shfad g1 3% oY Tum &t 1 g |
Sameer’s is not a unique story. Aesthetic, derma/skin and cosmetology clinics have
mushroomed across the country, offering services ranging from hair transplants to skin
lightening, from chemical peels and botox to anti-ageing therapies.

TR B B! AR ol &1 IR o1 H vRfe®, sul/fRp 3R sraictars F&itfe aol 9
§¢ U E, Sl 3R T | AP &b Argef i, Hied dieq, dieied ok wdl-ufir Rdt
T Bt JaN T IR 3 8

With the wellness sector booming in India — the market was worth USD 2.5 billion in
2024 and is projected to boom to USD 4 billion by 2033 as per market research company
IMARC Group — experts are now calling for urgent regulation of the sector to safeguard
patients.

YRA B A Yo doll  9¢ 8T & — 2024 H $qbT Jeg USD 2.5 FafRraT o1 3k 2033
TP Tg USD 4 fafera= & ugan &1 oA § (Widhe Rd U+ IMARC Group & 3fdRR) —
2oy faRivy or@ TiST &t YRef & o depTar faw= &1 7T HR 3| &

Scope of problem
AT T qIART

Wellness is now a big business. Investing in one’s appearance is becoming increasingly
common and further fuelled by social media and appearance-related pressures.

AT 39 U 8T ATUR & g1 5 | 3O faarae o fa=r AT 319 A 8T o X871 8 3R
39 e difga &ﬁ?ﬁ“@mﬁq%mﬁeh?amﬁaw%

This is exacerbated by the widespread mistaken perception that cosmetic procedures are
easy and safe.

39 3R F¢TaT 3dT 8 Ig AU Tad YRUN [ Siefed ufspard e ok JRfa gt 31
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The problem with these ‘clinics’ is two-pronged: they are run by practitioners who are not
qualified to perform particular procedures, and they are unlicensed or unregistered and
lacking tie- ups with full-fledged medical centres.

S FRATBT BT TR GIERT 5: 5% U4 AT IAId § off IR T g1 fa=Iy Ufehard &= & forg,
a@;ﬁmmmmﬁ%awwwmﬁ%ﬁmﬁﬁéwuﬁ
!

Recently, a 50-year-old in Bhimavaram, Andhra Pradesh walked into a local skincare
clinic. A homemaker who had long struggled with skin issues, she had persuaded her
husband to spend %3.5 lakh on a package of aesthetic treatments.

T o1 1, Sig w1 & ey | T 50 adfa Afgar te v Reem fFaf e 721 98
S TRl ff S dd T O @ @ anel O g1 et A, 3% ouA ufd 3l 3.5 9 Td
HA & o TSl fvan ter wRifes dfietic Uod R

The clinic, marketed on social media, promised visible results using ‘advanced’ PRP
(platelet-rich plasma) facials and derma procedures.

fFafe, 5 Ara Wifsar w v=iia foar o 1, 3 Tsaive’ PRP (Wede-Re wre)
BRI 3R AT TipETeH | WY GROTH B dTe |

But something felt off from the start: no blood was ever drawn for her so-called PRP
sessions. She was also given unlabelled creams to apply daily.

AT Y31 I B S SIS T SDT qUHIAd PRP AR & o FHaft 7 =7g1 feran |
3= Ufifed T & forg R dae 3 9| &

Within weeks, her skin looked better, but only briefly. As soon as she stopped using the
creams, she experienced severe withdrawal symptoms, redness, burning, scaling, and
intense discomfort.

TS TN H S]] S5aR [G@ O, Al U8 pad Ul THA & o8 1| o 81 I514 $1d
T S fpan, 3 1R fggTera aaror, anfer, Sam, WhiiT iR srTgear 7489y gs |
When she eventually sought help from a qualified dermatologist in Hyderabad, she was
diagnosed with topical steroid withdrawal, a painful, medically complex condition.

S SR 3idd: ReRTETE B U GNY T faRivg @ Heg o, df 92 eied QRIS
fagsiem &1 Fam gan, S U 3éTs 3R Rifegeaia wu § wied fRufa 1

The creams had triggered dependency and long-term skin barrier damage. She had to be
put on a carefully monitored six-week weaning protocol under medical supervision.

3 B A ke 3R o8 wmg &1 e afvar 30w I o foan 3% fafsare i e &
BE-WTE P AT Meldra 3O US|

“Vulnerable patients, especially women, are being preyed upon by unqualified individuals
offering dermatological procedures without medical training, without ethics, and without
consequences,” says Rajetha Damisetty, a senior dermatologist based in Hyderabad and
national chairperson of the Indian Association of Dermatologists, Venereologists and
Leprologists (IADVL) Committee on Anti-Quackery, Legal and Ethics.

“HHGIR T3S, WTHB AfgAT8, 3 safeddl gRT SR SN o133 §, ot fomn afsea
%ﬁm T AT SR AT Rt Ui 3 SHieeorse TRpaTt YaH R <8 2. 39 HE

ST STHAZ! BT, S SEXEIG &1 Uh aRE @l [aRiw ok §iEa- TaifRieze sifw
saleaoRey, IRTIaioRed 3R AWaioRed (IADVL) FHEL 3T T-Fadl, dhra oix
oy ot g sreme

Low awareness
R RCINESE LI

Low awareness among patients, and a burgeoning demand for services contribute to the
problem.

TR § B SRsehar 3R Faral @1 Aot A dedt 7t 59 wwwn § aveE S B

This is compounded by the rise of social media marketing and online platforms, allowing
unscrupulous advertising by clinics to reach vast audiences, says Girish M. S., senior
specialist and head, department of dermatology at the government-run ESIC Medical
College and Model Hospital, Bengaluru.

g g TS HfSar AT 3R SiTTag- Wethi & 9g4 § ok 1R 81 7% 7, o
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FefAT & YA Ao 9t Wer | @ ao Uged §, hed § R Th. u., aiy faeg sk
T, @enfa faumT, Seqsnsdt Afewa wiaw ol uisd sifkued, Tgs |

In Kolkata for instance, advertisements of such clinics dot every wall and lamp post across
the city offering: ‘Gain back hair in 7 days’ or ‘Skin whitening and tightening in 10 days’
with a nameless phone number given below.

IETERUT & o, HraeTar §, TH Gefi-ioh! o AT JER BT 8 SR SR o URe R 49 Srd
g, o forar gran §: 7 et & arar aros urg a7 10 =1 & e Mt ik erge &¢, SR A
TS o A1 a1el $iF AR fean gt g1

Quackery in dermatology, according to Dr. Rajetha, involves individuals without the
required medical qualifications or registrations posing as specialists, and performing skin
and hair-related procedures they are not authorised to carry out.

S1. IWYT & AR a1-fig # sharen 37 afaddl 9 91 | e o srawas
Rifecata argar a1 yshevor 751 3, ﬁﬂmﬁéﬁﬁwaﬁmmmﬁ%ﬁWHWQ
S T SUER FX4 § ot S ergAfa 71 21

These range from hair transplants and chemical peels to injectable treatments like PRP
and Botox, which in many cases have resulted in serious complications and even death.

0 ¥W g, Sied died, 3R PRP 9 §1eiRT oY Suidedd SUaR JHd 8, e
W&Témﬁﬂmﬁ?mﬁ?ww%mmﬁ%

“‘Dermatology is a medical speciality that covers diseases and cosmetic concerns related to
the skin, hair and nails. But the term ‘cosmetologist’ is often misused to mislead the
public. Cosmetology is not a medical field, it involves haircuts, makeup, manicures. It has
no clinical or therapeutic component,” she says.

T 3Tt & | AT ‘DI IATORE Xeg BT SRR ST BT YT B & o Teld STHTA
T3 ST 3| PIecTars R &3 T8l &, $9H Had a1 Hedm T, AH9Y, AR AHa
31 39 @Is fFafea a1 Rifewita a@ 76 8" a8 Hedi ol
According to Dr. Rajetha, the surge in unauthorised dermatology and cosmetology
procedures is being driven by three broad categories of unqualified practitioners.
S1. IONYT & AR, ARG Fa1-fag SR Hraterarst ufharstt &1 Sgrasl dF - UhR &
T e g1 Bl & B
o The first are dentists (BDS and MDS graduates), who branch into aesthetics after
completing short online fellowships or weekend certification courses. “These
courses barely scratch the surface, yet many start offering complex procedures such
as botox, fillers, or hair transplants,” she says.
75 ¥ 3feve (ST IR THiTH Iguew), S B SHiTaTe S a1 s
AP HRA SR B3 & a1G TRCH H 3T 1 51 Y B Rith Jag! THHRI &d &,
%ﬁ%ﬁaﬁaﬁﬁwﬁmﬁmmméﬁaﬁawwwéﬁ%a@
I
o The second group includes practitioners from AYUSH systems, who are not legally
permitted to practise modern medicine but still administer allopathic dermatological
treatments, often without oversight.
IR YE AT WoIrel! A S W= 71 8, B 1 &0 ¥ sy fafdren &1
3T B DI AR el ], A bR 4t § warafies wn-fagm SueR & €,
SRR fa T R & |
o The third category are completely unqualified individuals, some with no medical
background whatsoever.
drr ot ot RE @ v safaal &1 3, R @ 2 &1 i guyfi @ &8 Iy
T Bl
o Afourth, less-discussed group includes MBBS or other speciality doctors (like

ophthalmologists) offering dermatological services despite not being trained in the
field.

T, HH IfId a7 31 THEITE AT 3 faRiug Staest (N 3 I fasivs) @ e,
o 39 & # URIfad 7 81 & sTave @=-aT Jard UaH $d 8

“This is a systemic issue that is putting thousands of unsuspecting patients at risk every
day,” Dr. Rajetha warns.
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“Ig U ATRId TR § S §R o goIRY S Aol &1 @av ® STa1 ¥t 8, Jara-t et
& ST, o

Most quackery in India stems from aesthetic dermatology, says Avinash Pravin,
dermatologist and member of the National IADVL Anti-Quackery Committee. “Only those
with recognised qualifications can claim expertise, but this is poorly enforced,” he adds.

HRA § e garery fafeen vifes aur-fagm= ¥ ot 8, Fed § sifaqrsr ufaur, @=n
R faRINF SR AR IADVL Tl-&dht FHE & Y | “dad H1-Idl U Irgarst ardt gt
fIRISIaT 7 g9 R Tohd &, Alp 3UBT Te! dRe A U gl 8idl,” d Sired gl
Today in Kerala, doctors say, qualified and certified plastic surgeons are outnumbered by
“cosmetologists” whose qualifications remain suspect.

37T B H, STdeR] &1 T ¢ fob A 3R TG WRed Tl & WA ‘B alore
I B g, ! argan wfer g

Additionally, several short-term ‘courses’ are offered by fake institutions where certificates
are available at ¥1 lakh to %2 lakh.

YD SATAT, F3 TBIAD ‘DR Bl AT gRT O T A1 €, Tl wicithahey 21 ard
W 22 9@ H Iua ¢

Quacks then perform the procedures at exorbitant costs, sometimes ten times more than

what qualified dermatologists charge, says Manjunath Hulimani, president, IADVL,
Karnataka.

ST 99 TR I8¢ WeH ST R Hd §, HH-F1 g aar-faRivs &t v § < A1
3f, e § HATY SR, 3remer, IADVL, Hifee|

Lack of enforcement

Uad_ &t HHI

All clinics performing cosmetic procedures are supposed to follow the National Medical
Commission’s (NMC) Guideline on Aesthetic Surgery and Hair Transplant Procedures,
which emphasises that only registered medical practitioners with adequate training may
perform cosmetic surgeries.

Tt wfife S BrEifesd Ufpa Rl 8, 3= ANd ASHd HHIRM (NMC) P MgSarsd
BT UTE HRAT 8T ST TRfed ol 3R 3R Tiwie ufeharsit oR 8, foras o8 9k fear mar g
& Bad Usligpd fRifeeae e T Taic ufkiem 8, 3 € draifed Toidl &= Iod g
“The main problem is that the lines are blurred now. The NMC and the Dental Council are
also at odds over the issue. Most of these can be performed as simple day surgeries, which
makes this a lucrative and “safe” business that everyone wants a share of,” said M.S
Jayasekhar, a plastic surgeon based in Thiruvananthapuram.

“TIe] U 8 g o 3@ Aramd gl 81 778 81 NMC 3R Sea eefia 39 I8 W srigad
&1 3T I I B TRA S Jot & U H a1 ST Il 8, o T Th ATHSHD 3R "R
SEEE
Another issue is clinics performing procedures that they are not licensed for, displaying the
names of qualified doctors who may not be present at the clinic, as well as many aesthetic
centres not having tie-ups with secondary or tertiary healthcare facilities where patients
can be referred to in case of emergencies.

T 3R GO 8 & [ 32 aaiie S+ Uiharsl & 3 38 € o oY 3 area w81 8,

3R 981 IR 4N STae’] & 1 UeRid o § S fafe & Aieg +f 781 813, 91y &) o 1

ﬁm@%mmwwmﬁﬁﬁ-mﬁmaﬁ&m@ﬁﬁuﬂﬁaﬁ
& |

Action lacking

PIATS Bt HHI

Doctors say that action by the Central and State governments has been inadequate: there
are police investigations in some cases, and a few clinics have had their licences cancelled
but this barely scratches the surface of the problem and does little to deter unscrupulous
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practitioners.

Siae3] 1 Bl § b Bg SR ST BRI B! HRATS U I 3: $© HHel! § IRy e
g4 8 3R v FlFIE! P A3y E U U §, b U T ) Yae ) & el © 3R S5
fFefrean ﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁma@amm%

The lack of regulatory oversight has created a fertile ground for malpractice, says Dr.
Rajetha. “There are no dedicated bodies regularly inspecting these centres, and enforcement
is virtually non-existent,” she adds.

frame PR &) o1l 3 PR o Sy S o1 <) 8, U1 e § ©F. ot 3
Fal Bt Fafid S H arll Bis FAUT TRITE 71 §, SR U o1 ST@ed 6, 98
et g

A spokesperson for the Kerala State Council for Modern Medicine said several clinics are
being run without even basic facilities, sterilisation or infection control protocols. The fact that
the Kerala Clinical Establishments Act is still not implemented fully is another issue which
makes it difficult for authorities to keep track of the clinics and makes accountability a huge
casualty.
Wmuﬁwmg%ﬁ%m%wﬁwﬁﬁaﬁwmmﬁﬁwsﬁ
LAY IT YhHUT (AT TicThid & 81 Il I8 & | I8 a for ded faai-iopd Te ferie
T 3d q% Y ae AN el gof &, U SR I ¢ Foras sif¥aia & forg aefifel tR o
G B3 B ST § 3R STaTeie! & YRt g1 gt 7

Some State medical councils and professional medical bodies including IADVL however,
have now begun to take action, but their scope is limited.
BT $3 I Faiftrer IRwE! 3R U=IaR fafdre e, i IADVL 2fid 8, 7 39 SRars
= B 2, Wb ST GRRT Wit B
The IADVL, Karnataka with 1,525 members, has submitted a memorandum to the
Karnataka Medical Council urging it to release a public notice cautioning the public about
quackery in dermatology and cosmetology.
IADVL, FHie® 7 1,525 TGN & Y Hlch ASHA HISRIA HI Th 10 U a1 8,
T SFTaT BT @ I SR FHIACIarst H SNATSTT ¥ AU B b (oY ATdei-1dh a1 Skt
IR BT g forar T g
Mustageem Farooqui, consultant dermatologist and hair transplant surgeon, Techno India
DAMA Hospital, Kolkata said that IADVL has begun an initiative where, if doctors found
suspicious skin and hair treatment prescriptions, they could put them on their group in order
to verify them, and this helps weed out quacks.
WW FHcee SHeldmRe 3R §UR THIwie o, To! Sfear ST SRy,
PHIHIAT ¥ FT % IADVL 3 T Ugel & 31 3 Ford) aft Sfaest o wfewy @e ok a1t Suar
& MEpwE fied €, 313 3% 3 T4 H STad: JAId HR Iahd 8, 3R I8 SNATST) &
STER I3 H Heg oal g
“But quacks are also becoming smarter and do not use their own names in the prescriptions
now, so they are becoming harder to catch,” he says.
“Qfp e +f 3 ATaT® B 3@ 7 SR fF MIEpwH T 30 A ST e e, ST
3 UH Sl Hid gidl o X618, d Hed gl
The Telangana Medical Council (TGMC) has been carrying out inspections across the State
to identify and shut down clinics run by unqualified individuals. Clinics found guilty of gross
negligence or deception may face charges under Sections 34 and 54 of the NMC Act, which
specifically address impersonation of medical practitioners and unlawful practice, says G.
Srlnlvas vice-chairperson, TGMC.

PR (TGMC) TR I0 H FAfterur = 8§ d1fes s syl gRT gemy
1 38 FAIHD! DI UgdM BI S Gb 3R I5 6 (b1 Sl Hob | THR SATORaTE! AT GIRarerst & aist
U7 T4 faafe! IR NMC TR @Y 91RT 34 3R 54 & 80 SIRIT AT o Wahd &, off [axy
w0 3 fafp@s! @1 Tod SR sy Hfdcy &1 Ad Hd &, T Hed ¢ oit. Hifara, suree,
TGMCI
Regulation is the need of the hour to safeguard patients, doctors say, to ensure that no
practitioner is offering or performing procedures they are not qualified to, clinics are licensed
and have facilities in place and that misleading claims and exaggerated advertisements are
curtailed. To do this, both the Central and State governments need to act. “We need stricter
regulation through a dedicated law,” says Dr. Pravin.
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HRIIT T R&M & AT FTw THY BT a2 &, ST Hod 6, 1 U8 Y3 fhar o Jb
fob 1S e Tt ufshantd 0w a1 waxi= =81 6 81 & forees foe o a1 ©, foefe
AT YT B 3R I UT SHTaRgeh YrAuTd 8 3R Ui gra 3R Fe1-eTehe fhu Y fagmo=
iy | T A & e S SR IS WRPRY G B BRI A1 g1 | 5 U IRy g
& AT T IEE Bt SHTIRAGT §,” HEd § ST Wdiun|

e Patients in the meantime, must exercise caution, experts say. In the end, as Dr. Pravin puts
it, “If it sounds too good to be true, it probably is.”

39 S WIS bl YrauTi ke =y, fa2vs Hed €1 3id #, o fob ST, wdior ed 8, “afe 78
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India business
activity fastest
in at least two
decades PMI

__________________________

Reuters
BENGALURU

India private sector activity
expanded at the fastest
pace on record in August,
fuelled by a robust surge in
demand led by the domi-
nant services sector, which
allowed firms to hike pric-
es at the fastest clip in over
12 years, a survey showed
on Thursday.

The latest results stand
in contrast to expectations
for a slowdown in econom-
ic growth in Asia’s third-lar-
gest economy to average
6.4% this fiscal year after
an unexpectedly strong
7.4% expansion during the
first three months of 2025.

HSBC'’s flash India Com-
posite Purchasing Manag-
ers’ Index (PMI), compiled
by S&P Global, rose to 65.2
in August from 611, con-
founding expectations in a
Reuters poll for a decline to
60.5.

It was the highest read-
ing since the survey began
in December 2005 and re-
mained above the 50-mark
that separates growth from
contraction for the 49th
month.

Record expansion was
underpinned by the shar-
pest uptick in total new or-
ders - a key gauge of de-
mand - in nearly 18 years.

The services sector led
growth, with its activity in-
dex soaring to a survey
high of 65.6. The manufac-
turing sector also showed
significant strength - its
preliminary PMI rose to
59.8, its highest reading
since January 2008.

India business activity fastest in at least two
decades: PMI

YR T ATUR AT HH A $H S D1 H a9

India private sector activity expanded at the fastest pace on record in
August, fuelled by a robust surge in demand led by the dominant
services sector, which allowed [Irms to hike prices at the fastest clip
in over 12 years, a survey showed on Thursday.

m%ﬁﬁeﬁaﬁnﬁrﬁﬁrﬁmﬁmwmaﬁwﬁﬁ
faar foan, ity Aar &7 gRT Harfed Tegg 7 9fs 3 aia o,
ﬁmﬁmﬁﬁﬁuaﬁﬁmwﬁmaﬁﬂﬁﬁaﬂﬁwﬁaﬂ
SgHfd &1, TP qder A TFaR &t feam

e The latest results stand in contrast to expectations for a slowdown in economic
growth in Asia’s third-largest economy to average 6.4% this fiscal year after an
unexpectedly strong 7.4% expansion during the first three months of 2025.
T ay giome 39 I & [Audid & & TfRmr & T aed 7€t sifegaw o sifdfes
33 39 fofia auf & Siwa 6.4% @ divt 81 STeh, Safes 2025 & Ugd = Te= o
YR =0 ¥ HoIgd 7.4% faR gl
e HSBC’s Cash India Composite Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI), compiled by
S&P Global, rose to 65.2 in August from 61.1, confounding expectations in a Reuters
poll for a decllne to 60.5.

Towr 3fEar Huifee RARAT 9w’ s8a (fiwrang), S vausdt
@wm%mﬁo—mw, 3T H 61.1 9 I¢hR 65.2 B 7T, S Iged el &1 IHie) ol
¢l Il §U 60.5 A &I FRTAC o fAURId Tl

e |t was the highest reading since the survey began in December 2005 and remained
above the 50-mark that separates growth from contraction for the 49th month.

Tg faxiaR 2005 T WI&U1 = §IF & 91¢ § T 31fe ST oft 3R T 493 7N I 50-
3 ¥ JWR e, S 3G Bl Apa F e Bl 3

¢ Record expansion was underpinned by the sharpest uptick in total new orders - a
key gauge of demand - in nearly 18 years.

RIS faTR B AT 18 6T T FT AT TSR - AT BT Th U b - H I e
S g1 guffa faar

e The services sector led growth, with its activity index soaring to a survey high of
65.6. The manufacturing sector also showed significant strength - its preliminary PMI
rose to 59.8, its highest reading since January 2008.

[a1 & 7 g &1 g fban, ot nfafafd Yasie Tder 3= 65.6 9% Ugd TS|
fafetor &1 7 1} Tyl ared R - S9! RS Hursis 59.8 % ¢, S S-as)
2008 & §1¢ J 3! Y St AT 3
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Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI)

o The Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) is an economic indicator that reflects the business
activity level in a country’s manufacturing and services sector.

o It is based on surveys of purchasing managers who provide information about production,
orders, employment, inventory, and supplier performance.

e PMlis considered a leading indicator of economic health because it signals changes in
economic trends before official statistics are released.

Types of PMI

1. Manufacturing PMI
o Measures business conditions in the manufacturing sector (factories, production).
o Key parameters: output, new orders, employment, stock of purchases, suppliers’
delivery times.
2. Services PMI
o Tracks performance of the services sector (IT, banking, hospitality, trade, etc.).
3. Composite PMI
o Weighted average of manufacturing and services PMI.
o Gives a broader picture of the overall economy.

How PMI is Calculated

e Conducted through monthly surveys of purchasing managers.
o Each parameter is given a weight and converted into an index.
e PMI Scale:

o Above 50: Expansion (growth)

o Below 50: Contraction (decline)

o =50: No change

PMI in India

e Compiled by: S&P Global (earlier IHS Markit).
o Released by: Monthly, published by financial agencies and Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
monitors it closely.
o Coverage:
o 400 industrial companies (for Manufacturing PMI)
o 400 service companies (for Services PMI)
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With The Promotion and
Regulation of Online Gam-
ing Bill, 2025, passed by
the Rajya Sabha on Thurs-
day, the legislation is now
headed to President Drou-
padi Murmu for assent af-
ter which it will be curtains
for firms such as Dreamll,
MPL and PokerBaazi’s with
main revenue generating
activity being pay-to-play
stakes-based gaming.

“It is the responsibility
of the government and Par-
liament to take strict action
against malpractices in so-
ciety, like chit funds,” Un-
ion Minister for Electronics
and Information Technolo-
gy Ashwini Vaishnaw said
in the Lok Sabha.

“Problems [due to on-
line money games] have
led to several families be-

Dangerous game: “Problems [due to online money games] led to
several families being destroyed, says Vaishnaw. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

ing destroyed.”

Quick enforcement

Mr. Vaishnaw said the law
would not be subject to the
prolonged timelines of oth-
er key laws worked on by
the IT Ministry, namely the
Digital Personal Data Pro-
tection Act, 2023 and the
Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines

and Digital Media Ethics
Code) Rules, 2021.

“With a prohibition, you
can’t do consultations,” Mr.
Vaishnaw said.

The industry appealed
to Union Home Minister
Amit Shah for reprieve.

Zupee, a prominent
RMG ludo app, said it was
“discontinuing” its “paid”
games. Nazara Technolo-

gies Ltd., which invested
$122 million in PokerBaazi,
saw its shares dip 2% on
Thursday. It had slid about
15% since the Bill was intro-
duced in the Lok Sabha.

“Nazara has no direct
exposure to real money
gaming (RMG) businesses,”
the firm said in a filing.

“The company’s only in-
direct exposure to RMG is
its 46.07% stake in Moon-
shine Technologies Private
Ltd. (PokerBaazi).

‘No financial impact’
“As Nazara does not hold
majority stake or exercise
control, Moonshine’s reve-
nue is not consolidated in
the firm’s financial state-
ments and has no impact
on the company’s reported
revenue or EBITDA.”

Delta Corp Ltd., a casino
and gaming company, also
saw its shares dip 3.14%.

As RS passes real money gaming ban bill, companies at
crossroads

W g1 IIAHT A aRdfae o= AT ufady fadae aifva
far, Sufai TRTE W)

With The Promotion and Regulation of Online Gaming Bill, 2025, passed by the
Rajya Sabha on Thursday, the legislation is now headed to President Droupadi
Murmu for assent after which it will be curtains for firms such as Dream11,
MPL and PokerBaazi’s with main revenue generating activity being pay-to-play
stakes-based gaming.

STTars AT fada®, 2025 & AR 3R AU $) TEIR S ISTTHT gRT
uifed forg oM & |1y, mwwwﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁu@%mmw%
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“It is the responsibility of the government and Parliament to take strict action against
malpractices in society, like chit funds,” Union Minister for Electronics and Information
Technology Ashwini Vaishnaw said in the Lok Sabha.

“Jg WPR 3R HIG B THERT ¢ fb I8 JHS H HaMER & R I8d SR <, oY fae
e, U gaae e SR gaT wenfira weht Sifyeh dwre 3 Aty & wai
e “Problems [due to online money games] have led to several families being destroyed.”

“[3HTTTS ¢ Wl b HRUN A3 3 3 URARI B! Faic B AT 51"

¢ Quick enforcement

e Mr. Vaishnaw said the law would not be subject to the prolonged timelines of other key laws
worked on by the IT Ministry, namely the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023 and
the Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code)
Rules, 2021.

ot IwIG 7 FHeT o T8 BT M WATETT GRT 1Y T 37 T [ 1 Sell gHHET &
e 1Y g, srufq fefrea safdrama et Terur arf¥fRam, 2023 3R a=m e
weRy feznfaear ok f3forea WifEar smar fean) foam, 20211
e “With a prohibition, you can’t do consultations,” Mr. Vaishnaw said.
“gfasle & TTY, ST TRIER 76l R G, ot I0E = FHel|
e The industry appealed to Union Home Minister Amit Shah for reprieve.
P TEHAT T g U 5d Bt U Bl

e Zupee, a prominent RMG ludo app, said it was “discontinuing” its “paid” games. Nazara
Technologies Ltd., which invested $122 million in PokerBaazi, saw its shares dip 2% on
Thursday. It had slid about 15% since the Bill was introduced in the Lok Sabha.

TG SRUASH 1 QU §d} 3 Hel b a8 30 “Us” Tl Bl “sic” B @1 & | TSR eataroitel
faftres, o el o 122 faferast stax &1 Hawr f&an, = 3o= RS 3T [EaR 3 2%
fIRd T@11 519 ¢ g fadas dAteayT o U fobdm 31, a9 ¥ U8 AT 15% ddb TR JhT ATl

e “Nazara has no direct exposure to real money gaming (RMG) businesses,” the firm said in a
letter.

%ﬂ%ﬂﬁwwﬁﬂﬁw, “TORT BT RIS & NERT (SRTHSH) aaardl § s yiel shiad

"

e “The company’s only indirect exposure to RMG is its 46.07% stake in Moonshine
Technologies Private Ltd. (PokerBaazi).
“SHUHT BT SRUAST A Had T SIRGH GARME eaIarsie ursde fafies (@iwrarsn) &
D! 46.07% RS g1’

¢ ‘No financial impact’

PIg favig g1 T8
o “As Nazara does not hold majority stake or exercise control, Moonshine’s revenue is not
consolidated in the firm's financial statements and has no impact on the company’s reported
revenue or EBITDA.”
“Ffh TIRT & U SgA feaR} a1 FRi0r 76t §, GA=me & 31 ot & faxii faaron &
TAfhd T81 8 3R 39PT U Ht RUIE B TS 31T TT SH13MSAISIT W Hls UHIG Ta! usdll”
o Delta Corp Ltd., a casino and gaming company, also saw its shares dip 3.14%.

3R AT HU ST PIU ferfires 3 Ht 30 TRRT B 3.14% ARG 4|
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PICTURE OF THE WEEK
Just monkeying around
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IGS I Environment”
Avolunteer of the Nature Conservation Foundation helps lion-tailed macaques cross the road at Puthuthottam on the Pollachi-Valparai Road in Coimbatore district. Lion-tailed
macaques were reassessed and classified as an ‘endangered’ species in the IUCN Red List in 2020. An estimated 2,500 mature individuals are distributed in the Western Ghats hill
ranges between the Kalakkad Hills in the south and Sirsi-Honnavara in the north. India’s Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, gives lion-tailed macaques the highest conservation
priority by listing the species under the Schedule-I. PERIASAMY M.

Lion-tailed Macaque (Macaca silenus)

e Scientific Name: Macaca silenus

e Endemic to: Western Ghats of India (Kerala, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu).

o Name Origin: Called Lion-tailed because of its long black tail with a tuft of hair at
the end, resembling a lion’s tail.

Physical Features

e Size: 40-60 cm in body length.

e Tail: About 25 cm with lion-like tuft.

e Appearance:
o Black body fur.
o Silver-white mane surrounding the face (like a lion’s mane).
o Distinct expressive face.

Habitat & Diet

e Found in tropical evergreen forests and montane forests of the Western Ghats.
e Arboreal (live mostly on trees).
o Diet: Omnivorous — mainly fruits, leaves, insects, seeds, and small animals.
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o IUCN Red List: Endangered @

e CITES: Appendix I

o Indian Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: Schedule I (highest protection).
o Population is estimated at less than 3,500 mature individuals.
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